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Literacy is a powerful tool with lifelong benefits. Reading
books and stories influences ones choices, it gives value to
lives, it enhances critical and creative thinking and
encourages personal development. Reading and writing is
the fundamental pillar of education. Education is the
foundation of a healthy, stable, growth-oriented society.
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GROUPS SUPPORTED
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CHAIR'S REPORT
Responding to pandemic need
As the 2021 financial year began, so the Covid-19 pandemic came and changed the world as we
know it overnight. The long-term and wide-reaching impact of the pandemic and the lockdown
cannot be under-estimated, particularly in a country such as our own, that has many other
challenges to address. 

Indeed, this pandemic has exposed the deep divides that continue to exist in our post-apartheid
society. Certainly, for those already living in marginalised and economically-stressed
communities, life has got a whole lot harder; and the potential of young people to overcome
major structural impediments - such as academic success despite an ailing education system or
professional advancement in a climate of economic uncertainty - is that much more difficult too. 

According to data from the NIDS-Cram research, school attendance by 7- to 17-year-olds
decreased by 4-5% since the pandemic started, implying a tripling of the number of school-
going-aged learners outside of the basic schooling system. Indeed the data finds that poverty,
parent worry, and household location is a strong indicator of non-return to school. 

A 2020 report by the Zero Dropout Campaign echoes the heightened impact of the pandemic on
the lives and life chances of learners in the long term. Their report also notes that Covid-19 has
widened existing inequalities: those who were already disadvantaged - including women,
informal workers, vulnerable households, and youth - have borne the brunt of job losses and
hunger and are more likely to be excluded from learning and work opportunities. 

Given the above, it is clear that there has been significant learning loss, and - again - this is worse
for those in economically-stressed households for whom a pivot to online learning is fraught with
difficulties. Even though many educational sites - including the fundza.mobi platform - have
been zero-rated, other barriers include connectivity issues and also device constraints.

The pandemic has also had negative impacts on job availability and prospects for young people,
as well as on their mental health and well-being. A NIDS-Cram report notes that some of the
immediate impacts include fear, loneliness and uncertainty about the future. 

The findings from the wave 5 report found that the risk of screening positive for 'severe'
depressive symptoms had increased to 29% - up almost 5%.

As chairperson of FunDza, I'm proud to say that the organisation has been responsive to these
challenges and needs. FunDza's online services were well-positioned to deliver vital content to its
growing readership base; and FunDza was also responsive in terms of the subject-matter -
producing material that helped learners with the studies, that provided factual and reliable
information in the face of uncertainty, that sought to help young people deal with the mental
health challenges of the times, and that offered solace and a sense of community in the face of
isolation. During this difficult and depressing time, FunDza also managed to get young writers to
write more as a way of taking their minds off the negative effects of the virus and channeled
them positively by getting them to hone their skills by writing on topics that really matter to
them. In a time where online content is mostly available in English, writing in different
languages provided a space for self-expression. Thus, for FunDza, reading is breathing in while
writing is breathing out. This is important indeed.

Sadly, due to circumstances beyond our control, we lost one of our key funders during the 2021
financial period,  and have had to shift strategy to ensure that our operations are more stream-
lined and focused. As a result, we have closed our Family book distribution programme, and are
now concentrating our efforts on growing in our online readership, writership and reach. We
can see that the need for FunDza's offering remains vital. And, we hope that we will secure new
supporters who can partner with us to improve young people's lives and chances in the years to
come.

Thank you to the FunDza team for your hard work and commitment to the young people that
you serve. Thank you, too, to my fellow board members and the independent members of our
various committees, for your input and oversight in these challenging times. 

Xolisa Guzula
Chairperson NIDS-Cram research is available here:  https://cramsurvey.org/reports/

Visit the Zero Dropout Campaign site for more information: https://zerodropout.co.za/



BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Leadership and oversight
FunDza's board of trustees was active during a year of challenges. The board held three full board
meetings, and it set up three sub-committees to support it in its work. 

The newly-established Audit, Risk and Compliance committee is headed by Mike Richardson, the
former Financial Manager for the City of Cape Town. He was joined by Rayelene Govender
(trustee), Sicelo Kula (lawyer and independent member) and Dawn Wilson, the financial manager. 

The Social and Ethics Committee was headed by legal and governance expert Sicelo Kula, also
includes  Xolisa Guzula and Dorothy Dyer as a representative of the FunDza staff. HR expert Brian
Mbanga chairs the remuneration committee, together with Xolisa Guzula and Ruby Motaung.

We are grateful to all board and sub-committee members for the time that they have given our
organisation, and for their expert advice and considered input over the last year.

Steve Vosloo
Trustee

Steve is a technology
for development
specialist. He is
currently working
for UNICEF, based
in New York.

Brian Mbanga
Trustee

Brian is a human
resource and
organisational
development
specialist with other
NPO experience.

Xolisa Guzula
Chair

Xoli is a literacy activist,
storyteller, translator,
lecturer and multiliteracy
specialist. She has
recently completed her
PhD in Education.

Mignon Hardie
Executive Director

Mignon has been the
ED and a trustee of
FunDza since inception.
She holds an MBA from
Stellenbosch Business
School.

Ruby Motaung
Trustee

Ruby has a long
history in the ECD
sector and education
in South Africa. She
is currently director
of TREE.

Rayelene Govender 
Trustee

Rayelene is a
seasoned audit, risk
and compliance
professional who
runs her own
consultancy.



DIRECTOR'S REPORT

Reflecting on the last 10 years
It has been 10 years since FunDza started and I stepped into the role of director. When we
started, I was new to the nonprofit space, and had so much to learn about fundraising, running
programmes, embedding M&E into our thinking, building technology that would scale,
growing communities, and spreading the word. It has been an incredible journey of learning
and discovery. Importantly, it hasn’t been a journey that I’ve done alone – Dorothy Dyer and
Ros Haden have been with me from the start, and many others have joined us along the way.

It has been so gratifying to see FunDza grow into an organisation that is having a real and
meaningful impact on so many young lives across our country. At the time of writing, we are
consistently reaching more than 300,000 unique users through our online platform every
month, and many months it is significantly higher than this. 

I am also proud of how our programmes have evolved, and how responsive we have been as an
organisation to the demands and needs of our users. Our writing programmes have been
developed out of user demand, and our learning programmes too have been structured to meet
the needs of organisations, groups and individual users. 

At the start of our second decade of operations, I felt it was important for change and renewal –
for FunDza and for me personally. And, so we’ve embarked on a transition of leadership to the
new incoming director, who will be writing the annual report for 2022 – Lea-Anne Moses.

One of the things that I was keen to do before leaving, was to have time and space to reflect on
the FunDza journey of the last 10 years. As part of this, we’re producing a 10 Years of Impact
publication. In this, we undertake a review of the literacy landscape of the last 10 years, and
reflect on the role that FunDza has played in this. We also bring to life our extensive
monitoring and evaluation data to show the impact that FunDza is having on the lives of young
people. With the Surefire Communication team, we've created a series of personas to represent  
our different readers and writers. Please do read that report, in conjunction with this.  

In the 2021 financial year – the subject of this annual report, the covid-19 pandemic had a
major impact on our operations and our work. As the world moved into various forms of
lockdown, and struggled with how to pivot operations online, we found that FunDza was
by-and-large well-placed to transition quickly to the online space.

We closed the office a week before the first lockdown and got staff working from home
early. This helped us to test our systems and make sure that everyone had working internet
and a safe space from which to operate. Our morning check-ins also kept everyone
together and on track through what has been a challenging and difficult time.

As detailed in the Covid-response section, we quickly created materials relevant to
lockdown and the pandemic – not only to provide information but also relief and support
for the mental anguish that many experienced in the change; we hosted the exciting
#Slam4urLife campaign to elicit a creative response from our youth to the pandemic; and
we used technology differently to support groups that had been meeting physically to make
better use of our online resources.

But the long-term impacts of the pandemic have meant more substantial changes to our
operations. One of the sad consequences has been the closure of our Family programme,
which has over the years supported more than 600 groups nationwide with books and
reading resources. As detailed later in the report, the continued running of the programme
given the current conditions, meant that a partnership with Biblionef – to distribute our
stock of books to groups – made better organisational and financial sense.

Another change was the move from our large office in Muizenberg to a small office space
in Westlake Business Park, which is sufficient for the moment to accommodate a hybrid
approach to working – so that some people are in the office some of the time, and the rest
of the time are working from home. 



We have gathered together as a full team for special on-site team-building and team-
reflection days over the past 18 months. This face-to-face contact is energising and
welcome. So while we anticipate that work will continue – and has proven to be largely
productive – in this hybrid fashion, there is merit in a move towards working from a
shared office space more frequently. We believe that 2022 will see more people coming
into the office on some of the days.

All the changes programmatically and organisationally mean that FunDza’s focus is
firmly in the tech space. As a result, we are busy with a variety of innovations that will
further deepen our impact and ability to meet the needs of our users. We are excited to
see where these will lead in the future.

Finally, thank you to all the staff, board members and sub-committee members who
have contributed to the growth of our organisation. We so appreciate their passion and
commitment to our work.

Thank you too to our funders, partners and supporters. We could not do this work
without you. And, our appreciation, too, to our readers and writers across the country.
Thank you for your feedback, comments and for your love of story. We feel blessed to
serve and know you.

And, as I leave this position which I have loved for so long, my very best wishes go to
Lea-Anne and the FunDza team. I am so excited to see how the organisation will grow
and develop, and have great faith that this is the start of a wonderful new chapter for
FunDza.

Mignon Hardie
Executive Director and Trustee

DIRECTOR'S REPORT



OUR PEOPLE

The people behind the scenes
As Jim Collins writes in Good to Great, you need to have the right people on the bus if you want to
build an organisation with long-term impact. FunDza's people are central to its success. Most
importantly, it is a collection of individuals who are mission-driven and motivated to improve the
prospects of young people's lives and ignite the potential of our youth through stories, information
and lifelong learning.

Many of our staff members have experience in education - whether in the classroom or writing
textbooks or tutoring in afterschool initiatives. Others are gifted with the pen - some as published
writers, and others as young writers who are being mentored to find and share their own voice.
Others are lovers of language and multilingualism, keen to promote stories and story-telling in all of
our official languages and diverse dialects.

Dawn Wilson
Finance and HR Manager

 

With many years NPO experience,
Dawn ensures that the books balance

and records are up to date.

Zilungile Zimela
Marketing and PR Manager

 

Zilungile handles marketing, PR and
social media, running campaigns to

promote reading and writing!

Alonzo Naude
Office Manager and MEL Support

 

Alonzo provided frontline office
support, and was the chief data handler

for MEL work.

Asithandile Tyulu
Marketing assistant

 

Asithandile assists with social media
and content creation for our

platforms. He also writes blogs.

Mignon Hardie
Executive Director

 

Mignon has been managing the
FunDza since inception, and hands

over this role at the end of 2021.

All are passionate about making a difference in the lives of young people across the country. 

There are changes to the team: Nandi Tshabane left the organisation in June 2021, following the
closure of the Family programme. As detailed in this report, FunDza has entered a partnership with
Biblionef to distribute its stock of books to beneficiary groups countrywide. This move means that
FunDza can concentrate on its online Fanz programme delivery. Alonzo Naudé also left in June
2021 to pursue his entrepreneurial passions.

Both Nandi and Alonzo joined FunDza in 2016 and have contributed with their hearts to FunDza's
work. We miss their vibrant energy, sharp wit and good humor, and we wish them success  in their
future endeavours.



Nandi Tshabane
Family Manager

 

Nandi headed up the Family
programme – supporting reading

groups around the country.

Marche Arends
Deputy Content Manager

 

Marche oversees younger staff
members, the Fanz writing, and the

Fellowship programme.

Ndibulele Sotondoshe
Writer and Fanz Editor

 

In addition to his editing and writing
duties, Ndibs manages the FunDza
Fanz Writers Forum on Facebook.

Lukhanyo Matshebelele
Technical Assistant

 

Lukhanyo is the technical uploader
for the fundza.mobi site. He also
contributes stories and articles.

Tamica Mopp
Writer and Fanz Editor

 

Tamica is a keen writer who also
edits Fanz work and manages the

weekly children's story.

Amber Solomons
Writer and Fanz Editor

 

Amber writes a variety of articles and
blogs, edits Fanz writing and

manages the Did You Know blog.

Busiswa Mahonono
Writer and Fanz Editor

 

Busiswa writes feature articles and 
edits Fanz writing. She also keeps

tabs on the Fanz writing stats.

Ros Haden
Content Manager

 

As content lead, Ros not only ensures
there's a new story each week but also
manages our mentorship programme.

Dorothy Dyer
Programme Manager

 

Dorothy leads the programme team
and manages the learning component,
ensuring quality open online courses.

FunDza has employed six young
people as part of a youth employment
programme to provide access to a first
job experience. All the young people
receive on-the-job training and
opportunities to develop their skills
further through workshops and
mentorship. 

We are proud of their progress -
particularly in these more difficult
covid times - and their commitment to
FunDza and the work that we do. We
are also proud of their achievements as
many have been mentored to write
professional short stories and articles. 



The 2021 financial year marked FunDza's 10th year of operations. The trust deed was
originally signed by the founding trustees on 17 March 2011, and registered by the Master of
the High Court on 6 April 2011. It has been quite a journey, growing from a small start-up
operation into an increasingly mature and steady organisation, with strong governance
structures and excellent systems that are ready to propel FunDza into the next decade. These
core support mechanisms are part of the important work of the FunDza Foundation
programme.

and its beneficiaries, and other important stakeholders. The committee looked at a number of
issues, and identified the need for a comprehensive Content Policy to drive decision-making
regarding the content published on the fundza.mobi platform, WhatsApp chatbot, and social
media. FunDza's internal content team have worked hard to produce a useful living document
that can be updated as the need arises.

10 years down the line

FUNDZA FOUNDATION

Governance
During the 2021 financial year, the FunDza board of trustees met formally for three board
meetings. In addition, the Audit, Risk and Compliance sub-committee - headed by
independent member, Mike Richardson, met a further three times, and the Social and Ethics
sub-committee - headed by independent member Sicelo Kula, met twice.

The ARC sub-committee has meant additional financial oversight for the organisation and is
pleased with FunDza's progress in terms of solvency and financial systems. It has also
provided oversight for the development of a number of key policies (such as the IT
Governance Policy, Data Protection Policy, and Disaster Recovery Policy, etc) that
strengthen the organisation's resilience in difficult times. Another key advancement that fell
under this committee was the development of a risk management framework. Board member
and risk specialist, Rayelene Govender led FunDza's management team in a risk
identification process, which resulted in the creation of a risk register. The risk framework
has been integrated into internal operations, which means that the management team now
formally review risks on a quarterly basis presenting their updated register to the ARC sub-
committee and board of trustees.

The Social and Ethics sub-committee's focus is more on the relationship between FunDza 

Monitoring and evaluation
Just before the first lockdown, FunDza had started on a review of its M&E systems with
consultant Robin Pocock. This included a workshop on our theories of change, which then
developed into a review of our logic models and data collection methodology. With this
information at hand, we then began a systematic process of refining our data collection so that
we could get this reported upon succinctly in easy-to-use-and-access dashboards.

FunDza has always collected large amounts of data, but much of this required manual
manipulation in order to make it meaningful. The new M&E systems have meant that most of
our information is now integrated into our management systems and so collected automatically,
with some key additions that require a small amount of manual download and upload into
relevant sheets.

Our reporting dashboards have meant a new-found ease in terms of visualising not only what
the organisation is 'doing' at any point in time, but also in seeing what this means in terms of
our desired impacts. In addition, all staff members have become part of the data collection and
interpretation process. We've instituted monthly reporting meetings in which every member of
staff is able to report on and interpret their own area of work through the dashboards. This has
helped us to bring learning inside the organisation - one of our key goals with the exercise - and
to use the data to innovate and improve what we do on a continuous basis.  



The Covid-19 pandemic has had massive impacts on how organisations operate globally.
This section looks at some of our operational responses to the challenge of working in a
pandemic-filled world.

We closed the office a week ahead of the official lockdown in anticipation of this being
imminent and moved to make the shift to remote working as seamless as possible for all
employees. This meant ensuring good quality internet access in people’s homes and enabling
staff to create spaces for them to work remotely. Given the different home lives and
communities that our employees are from, this was easier for some than for others. But we
were able to overcome a number of challenges and soon became used to the new method of
working.

Perhaps the best thing that we instituted from the start was a morning check-in for all staff at
9.15am. This provided staff with structure to their day and meant that we were able to stay
connected and supportive of one another in what has proven to be an immensely challenging
year. The impact of the pandemic has not just been on physical health and economic
activities, but also the mental and emotional stress of life under this ‘new abnormal’. Making
sure that staff felt supported and seen was a key imperative.

During the year, we planned a number of face-to-face special days when we could get
together. These we viewed more as team-building days and opportunities to strategise and
plan with one another. 

As we could see that the pandemic was not going to disappear, we decided to let go of our
large office premises on the Main Road in Muizenberg in favour of a small office space in
Westlake Square. This has worked out well for the organisation. A small number of staff keep
the office occupied and we do have space for meetings when needed. 

The pandemic meant that many of the face-to-face events in which FunDza had planned to
participate were suddenly cancelled. But new opportunities did arise. For instance, we joined the
Covid-19 ECD and Schooling Group, which pooled knowledge and resources to create a useful
guide for caregivers providing practical and caring tips for creating a supportive learning
environment in the home. Much of the 'teen' section was compiled by FunDza staff. It was
pleasing to see that this important guide was made available in nine of our country's languages
meaning broad accessibility.

FunDza staff also participated in some online events, such as the online version of National Book
Week and the SA Book Fair (see a later report about this), as well as other conferences. As detailed
in this report, we also ran a number of large campaigns in collaboration with partners, such as
#Slam4urLife with the Western Cape Department of Cultural Affairs and Sports, Community
Chest and Assitej South Africa; a re-run of the highly successful 'Moving Up with the Majolas'
financial literacy course with Momentum Metropolitan Foundation to coincide with Money
Smart Week SA; and, the People of Phendula Park course competition that was run with Freedom
House.

FUNDZA FOUNDATION

Human resources and general operations Marketing, promotions and advocacy

As it was its 10th audit, FunDza decided to change auditors from John Lightfoot and Associates to
Harry Curtis and Associates. We are deeply grateful to John Lightfoot and his team for their many
years of service. We were pleased to receive an unqualified audit from Harry Curtis. The full audit
is available on request, and summaries of the financial statements appear at the end of this report. 

In brief, we received income in the form of donations, service contracts or other income of
R10,921,558, and its total expenses for the financial year were R6,709,806.  FunDza is hugely
grateful to all of its core and project funders for their support in these challenging times.

Marketing, promotions and advocacy



FunDza commissions and publishes quality local content on fundza.mobi. Every week there
is a brand new local original story, and every weekday new content is added such as blogs
and interviews. FunDza’s online library is accessible to readers using any device that can
connect to the internet.

We were very excited that in July 2020 we were one of the educational mobi sites zero-rated
as part of the government’s disaster response. This is something we have wanted a long time,
as we know that data is a major barrier to our readers. Many of our readers do come via
Moya Messenger which is a free messaging service that houses other content-based sites, of
which FunDza is one. Although this is free for the user, the service provider pays for this.
Moya had been carrying the costs before we were zero-rated, but this was not sustainable,
and it is a big relief that now there is no price-tag anywhere to the thousands of readers who
access us.We also continued to use our WhatsApp platform, as described in the special report
page 21.

Our Friday story continues to be the anchor of the FunDza site. Increasingly the stories are
being written by young mentees who have been guided by mentor writers, and are then
paid for their work. 

We also had a special project with four of these weekly stories being sponsored by the Thina
Abantu Abasha programme, which aims to prevent the spread of HIV amongst teen girls (the
demographic where HIV is spreading fastest). Three of the four stories were mentored
stories, written by up-and-coming young writers Yonela Gatyeni, Lungile Manyathi,
Zukiswa Pakama, and the fourth was by award-winning writer Jayne Bauling. Each one was
accompanied by ‘Talking Points’ which is an article that gives background information on
the issues touched on in the stories

We also continued with the publication of our other professional content in order to meet
the needs and requests of our readers. Our MindSpace blog has become as entrenched as our
Friday story, as it is a valuable space for young people to reflect on their lives and worlds,
and draw attention to the issues they are facing. As can be seen from these headings, there is
a wide range of topics: : 'Mental health is not a joke', 'The length of my skirt is not consent',
'You have been cancelled!', and 'Being an Indian girl'. This is a very popular blog where
readers leave interesting and insightful comments as they engage with the content.

Other blogs include WorkWise – a fortnightly series of articles aimed at supporting young
people entering the world of work. This is particularly important given that we know that
many of our readers are unemployed and looking for work and at ways to improve their
employability. FunDza staff worked with Harambee, a non-profit working in the field of
youth unemployment, to develop ten new pieces for this blog aimed at job-seekers. This is
a model that works well for us - partnering with content experts to ensure that our
information is accurate and helpful, and then writing and compiling it in a way that is
engaging for our readers. 

The blog space 'Did you know', which looks at a range of general knowledge topics,
continued this year, mostly researched and written by FunDza's own young writers on the
staff. 

In addition, our Inspiring Tomorrow series continued with its interviews (also mainly by
junior staff members) with ordinary South Africans who have overcome obstacles to achieve
extraordinary things.  Interviewees included a nurse, a young scientist, a lawyer,
entrepreneurs, to name a few. 

FUNDZA FANZ

Supporting our online readers
and writers



180
blogs

stories &
plays 

children's
stories 

feature
articles

79

76

11

A popular feature is also our
weekly children's story. Unlike
the other content, this is not
original FunDza material. For
this, we find creative commons
or public domain content we
can republish. 

We are appreciative of the
many groups in South Africa
boosting access to quality
children's literature. This
includes our friends at Nal'ibali,
Book Dash and the African
Storybook Project, all of whom
are making significant
contributions.

We know that our content is
what hooks our readers in and
keeps them coming back, so
we work hard to retain the
quality of our material, and to
ensure there is a balance of
topics and stories. 

Our readers also send in their own work for publication on the Fanz section of the site. This is
the least scaleable of our programmes, as our staff need to give the work a light edit and then
upload the work and contact the writer. Writers of longer pieces also get feedback on their
work. We are working on a way to change this system, but in the meantime we employed
freelance editors to help us with this process (including editors in African languages).

During the year, the number of writers published doubled to 1,538. 
In total more than 4,000 pieces were published.

174 stories

12 plays

852 essays

3286 poems

Fanz writing
published in 2021

While the majority of the Fanz
content that is published is in
English, we also received
content in the following
languages (in order of quantity): 
isiZulu, isiXhhosa, Sepedi, 
isiNdebele,Tshivenda, Setswana,
Sesotho and Afrikaans.

We are proud to be publishing 
content in so many languages, 
reflecting our country’s 
multilingualism and 
cultural diversity.

poems
13

FUNDZA FANZ

Fanz Writing



Learning
The number of people who registered
for FunDza's online courses grew
enormously this year (5x more than
last year), reflecting the increased
demand for online learning due to
lockdown.  

Each month a new course was
released, staying on for three months.
There were also extra courses added.
Readers receive electronic certificates
of completion, or excellence if their
results were above 70%.  (Currently
this is a manual process, which is
labour intensive, but we are going to
be automating this service.)

Most of the questions are multiple-
choice but are carefully designed to
develop comprehension and critical
thinking skills, aiming to ‘teach’ rather
than ‘test’.

Participants complete a survey at the
end of the course, and we learn a lot
from this, and it helps us to refine our
offering too. 

73% 
average quiz

score

18
courses

51,436 
course registrants

28% 
completion rate

70% 
average quiz

score

9,536 
completion
certificates

4,913
excellence
certificates

75%

Net promoter score

A Net Promoter
Score above 70% is
considered a world-

class rating!

As I'm unemployed I used to get
bored during the day now my life

had changed because I look forward
to reading and applying what I'm
reading into reality.. I mind how I

spend my time now

I never had the skills of
reading EG Before coming
to Fundza I never had the

interest of reading

Fundza.mobi is my daily bread.I
keep myself informed and

entertained through reading on
it and I am benefiting so much.

 This course gave me hope and
encouragement whenever i felt it was
a dead end,it proved to me that i am

not the only person who goes
through or experiences such

At first i was reading just to pass time
but ..i started reading more and my
level of concentration just improved
and I've started seeing things from a

different point of view.

FUNDZA FANZ
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For the past five years we've been surveying our readers on an annual basis to learn a little
more about them. The 2020/1 reader survey results are analysed in greater depth in the 10
Years of Impact Report, but the following will give you an overview of these interesting
results.

Just 1% of the participants were
outside of SA as the competition
was only open to SA residents. So
this survey is not reflective of
FunDza's reach. But it does
reflect the high number of
readers within the country that
reside in Gauteng. 

While many readers indicated
that they lived in metropolitan
areas, a significant number
mentioned that they lived in
smaller villages, such as Amadaka
Village, Bolata Village,
Metsimatsho Village, and others.

Major insights from our
Annual Reader Survey

SPECIAL REPORT

Age Demographics
Given FunDza's focus on teen/young adult readers, it is unsurprising that the participants
were skewed in this direction: 22% were 18 years or younger, 43% were 21 or younger;
74% were 27 or younger and 83% were 30 or younger. The oldest recorded reader was 71
years, showing that FunDza is reaching a broad readership.

Geographic location

Gauteng
32%

Western Cape
8%

Northern Cape
2%

Eastern Cape
8%

KwaZulu-Natal
15%

Mpumalanga
8%

Limpopo
9%

North West
8%

Free State
7%

Outside SA
3%

Gender

Male
27%

Female
71%

Undisclosed
2%

Interestingly, participants were overwhelmingly
female. This is higher than has been recorded in other
surveys which generally shows readers are 66% female.
We are interested to determine whether this shows a
general bias to women wanting to be more in control
of their finances.

View the dashboards live here: 
https://datastudio.google.com/s/mpDpL9B8q6w



Social grant income

49.1%

Mother

13.6%

Undisclosed

8%

Own salary

7.4%

Father

7.2%

Other family

6.4%

Both parents

4.6%

In addition to asking what respondents were doing (see
graphics above), we also asked them what their highest
education level was. Given the age distribution, it was
unsurprising to note that 37% had not completed their
basic education. 45% said that their matric certificate was
the highest schooling achieved. 7% had completed a
tertiary level degree or diploma (of these a mere 32
individuals had achieved a post-graduate degree), and
10% had registered for but had not completed a tertiary
level degree.

In terms of areas, 15% described their home area as a 'residential area',
23% as a rural area, and 62% as a township area.

53% of respondents said that they lived in a household with between 4
and 6 people. 17% said that their household was comprised of 7-9
people and 21% had 2-4 people living in the same home.

An open-ended question looked at languages in the home versus what
language the person liked reading in. A frequency analysis showed
that English was most frequently mentioned as a favourite reading
language, but that this wasn't the home language. isiZulu, followed by
isiXhosa, Sesotho and Sepedi were other frequently mentioned home
languages. Many readers noted that they wanted to read in English to
improve their English, as this comment shows: "We speak isiZuluat at  
home but I would like to read FunDza stories to improve my English
vocabulary." 

Participants were asked to select what was the main
income source for the household. Similar to other
surveys, reliance on social grant income was exceptionally
high with almost 50% of respondents declaring that this
was their main source of income for the family.

While 27.6% of the respondents did not know their
monthly household income, 63.8% of those that did said
it was R5000 or less per month. A mere 27 individuals
(0.6%) said that their monthly household income was
more than R20,000 per month. This - and many other
indicators - point to the fact that FunDza is reaching a
base of the pyramid demographic.

Given our apartheid past, understanding the type of dwelling and area
in which a person lives gives an indication of relative privilege.

SPECIAL REPORT

Occupation

Unemployed but
not looking for
work 1.2%

Working 11%

Unemployed and looking
for work 42.8%

Tertiary
study 13%

At
school
32%

Income source and level Home life

52% 26% 20%

Formal house or
flat

RDP house Informal dwelling
(shack)

View the dashboards live here: 
https://datastudio.google.com/s/mpDpL9B8q6w



1-10 books

57.7%

No books

25.4%

11-20 books

10%

21-50 books

3.9%

FunDza aims to get books and reading materials into the
hands of young people who do not have easy access to
for-pleasure reading materials at home. According to the
2016 National Reading Survey 58% of homes in South
Africa did not have a single book to read for pleasure. 

Given that FunDza readers are likely to have an interest
in reading, one would expect more books in homes than
the national average. This was borne out by the survey
data. But participants are still 'book-poor' with 83%
having 10 or fewer books at home and a mere 3% having
more than 51 books in their home.

The participants tended to be FunDza's 'big readers', with
67% indicating that they read at least once a week on
FunDza. Those that participated also like to read for long
periods of time - 78% said that when reading on FunDza
they would spend 15 minutes or more reading. This is
good news for us, as we want to encourage that type of
deep reading and engagement with text.

Since 2015 FunDza has been requesting the South
African mobile operators to zero-rate its site and thereby
provide young people from under-resourced
communities with access to a valuable library of content. 
 This finally happened in June 2020 thanks to the Covid-
19 pandemic and the institution of the disaster regulations
which required mobile operators to zero-rate a number of
educational and health sites. We can see that this has
made a difference to participation on the platform and to
access. Around 75% of our readers have a budget of R100
or less for data each month. This doesn't go far, so zero-
rating is essential. 

As one respondent noted: "Now I can access FunDza
anytime and anywhere without worrying about data
costs. Since it has been zero-rated, I've been reading more
on the app and I'm now able to share it with friends so
they can enjoy the content during their leisure time."

FunDza asked participants to select which 'big' challenges they felt
was the most significant for youth in SA today. The challenges ranged
from work, to crime, to entrepreneurial support, to poverty, to access
to services and quality education, amongst others. The most
significant four challenges were:
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View the dashboards live here: 
https://datastudio.google.com/s/mpDpL9B8q6w

Access to books in the homeBig readers Perceptions of youth challenges

12%
Poverty or lack
of financial
support

31%
Lack of work
opportunities

22%
Drugs or
alcohol abuse

11%
Lack of hope for

the future

Impact of zero-rating

These were followed by lack of access to quality education (9%),
gangsterism and crime (6%), lack of access to social services (3.1%),
lack of support for entrepreneurial activities (2.8%), peer pressure or
bullying (2.7%), lack of quality housing or municipal services 1.4%),
mental health issues (1.2%), global warming or climate change (0.3%).



FunDza's Theory of Change is based on international
research that shows that the more that young people
read (frequency and quantity of reading), and the more
that they enjoy reading (which drives intrinsic
motivation), then the better that they will get at
reading and writing too. This helps to create a virtuous
cycle that helps to change attitudes towards reading,
and that then drives positive behaviour change and the
adoption of reading as a (hopefully lifelong) habit.

So, a key part of our work is to measure attitudes and
behaviours to reading and writing. We were delighted
to see to see the self-reported results which indicated
improvements in reading, reading frequency and
reading enjoyment.

FunDza earned an
"excellent" net
promoter rating of
67% from
respondents!
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Impacts

Net Promoter Score

67%

Qualitative feedback
It has on the different stories, onhaving to stand up for myself. Orknowing that there are other people

who struggle with certain issues the
same way I do. Reading these stories it
became clear to me that I can achieveanything in my life.

The stories that I have read here are
more life related so I get to learn

about all the things/ challenges that
we face in our societies and how to

conquer them.

My vocab has increased
and my confidence is

off the roof!

View the dashboards live here: 
https://datastudio.google.com/s/mpDpL9B8q6w

66%

61%

85%

53%

say their reading has
improved 'very much',
and 24.3% say it has

improved 'quite a lot'.

say they are reading
'a lot more' and 30.1%
say they are reading
'a little bit more'.

say that they are enjoying
reading more now than

before, and 11% say 
they've always liked to it.

say their writing has
improved 'very much',
and 26.6% said it has
improved 'quite a bit'.

Self-reported improvements

Inspirational stories fuel my 
hopes about my future and i also get to

learn a lot about personal stories of
which I can resonate with at times. So

reading in Fundza has changed my
perspective in a number of things.

Rather than going out partying
doing all the kind of bad habits
children are exposed to such as

taking drugs, etc I sit at home get
in the FunDza app and get taught.

Before I m a kind of shy low esteem
girl who always feeling bored but
now I m very motivated and have

big dream because of advice's I found
on blogs and stories on FunDza.



This year was the last year that we ran our book programme where we supported reading
groups with print material. It has been a successful programme in many ways, and we have
learned a great amount from it. However, we have decided to terminate it at the end of this
financial year for a variety of reasons.

The Covid-19 pandemic was the first blow. We had just produced two lovely new ‘funzines’
– our magazine/book that also contains a double-page spread for facilitators to use when
running the group – and were about to distribute them when the country went into
lockdown. The groups were now looking for online material, and we were able to help them
with that in a variety of ways (see the WhatsApp special report). We could see that people
were using our online resources in different contexts.

This also gave us time to reflect on our different programmes. The book distribution
programme is expensive and labour intensive. It also requires completely different
administrative and monitoring systems from the rest of our activities. And so, in order to
streamline our work, we decided to close this section and donate our books to Biblionef, a
partner in literacy. For more than 20 years, Biblionef has been supporting libraries and
reading groups in schools and communities. Over the years they have donated more than 1-
million books to groups, and their book programme is their core work. We are now
directing all queries for books to Biblionef and thereby supporting them in their programme
activities.

Before this, however, we did distribute books to those organisations who requested them for
use in this period. We also developed an online training course for reading club leaders, and
piloted this extremely successfully with five different groups consisting of 34 facilitators.
Feedback was very positive with all participants reporting that they either felt ‘completely
prepared’ or ‘mostly prepared’ to run reading groups. We will continue to offer this training
to organisations wanting to support teen literacy.

One of the sadnesses of
saying goodbye to our
Family programme, was
then saying goodbye to
Nandi Tshabane, who had
been leading the
programme for the past
few years. Nandi is
passionate about youth
development and
community work. Her
efforts to grow FunDza's
influence and encourage a
love of reading amongst
our youth is hugely
appreciated. We wish her
every success in her future
endeavours.

FUNDZA FAMILY

Reading – soul food for the nation!

65
organisations

5,083
books

2,308
funzines

24,883
pocket books



When South Africa went into lockdown in March 2020, we knew that we needed to find
meaningful ways to respond to those that we serve. We anticipated that our online readers
who would be suddenly confined to their homes may be anxious and also bored; we realised
that our Family reading groups would no longer be able to meet and thought about how we
could support them in new ways; and we also started to look at opportunities to do things
differently and get more relevant content out to more young people in this time of need.
This special report looks at how we approached the crisis.
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Agility in times of uncertainty

Online - specialised content for extraordinary times
When lockdown happened, we knew that we were in a position to support other
organisations who were looking for online educational material, and also to support our
readers navigating these difficult times. We commissioned additional articles and blogs
exploring various new challenges, and also provided the latest lockdown legislation.

At the centre of our initial response was Lockdown Live - a daily calendar that gave readers
suggestions on things to do with their day. There were different compilations of reading
activities, writing activities, learning opportunities, and easy things to do around the home. 

FunDza also developed special content. We created a course called ‘All about the Corona
virus’ that provided information on the virus (as much as we knew at the time), how it
manifests, how to recognise fact from fake news, and how to cope with physical isolation.

We also commissioned a range of articles written by various writers on their reflections on
the lockdown, as well as article that provided helpful information, such as
 “Rights under lockdown” which explained to readers their rights and provided a list of
helpful numbers to use if readers witnessed police or army transgressions. 

There were other pieces explaining how readers can make their own cloth face masks and
hand sanitisers, and advice from psychologists on dealing with anxiety and loneliness in
lockdown. We also published fictional stories set in the current lockdown conditions.

Print - Soul food pamphlets to support reading in homes

In the early days of lockdown, we
designed and published a pamphlet
called ‘Soul Food’ which consisted
of four pages of content for people
to read (adapted from our ‘funzine’)
and a QR code for people to access
FunDza online. 

We partnered with the NACCW
which distributed 28,000 copies
along with food parcels to
households - and then later schools -
in KZN, Western Cape, Northern
Cape and the Free State. 

This was a bit of a ‘message in a
bottle’, but we felt it was important
that there was some reading material
available to young people locked
down at home.

https://live.fundza.mobi/home/library/non-fiction-articles-profiles/rights-under-lockdown/
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What's up on WhatsApp?
We offered demo sessions to reading group leaders. At first, we
were nervous, with about 12 participants from different
organisations, as it was new territory for us. But it worked very
well, and we subsequently ran 30 webinars with over 200
participants, with most groups having worked really well.
WhatsApp lends itself to an informal exchange of ideas (and
images!). This is a vital part of reading – reflection and personal
engagement – yet can be hard to facilitate in big classes at school

Response from the participants has been very positive, with
comments such as ‘fun’ and ‘informative’. Other comments: ‘I was
so nervous this morning not knowing what will unfold but the
training turned out to be fun and joy’, ‘I really enjoyed it. I think
the timing of your questions was great – didn’t feel too pressurised,
but kept the momentum. The overall feeling was that we were
heard and held for that time.’

Facilitators reported that they were using the material – with varied
success. A problem with a number of partner organisations was that
in general there was a lack of engagement in these virtual spaces.
Anecdotal evidence suggested that the groups with the most
participation were those that also had some face-to-face contact
with the facilitators.

Nonetheless, the level of engagement and positive feedback
suggested to us that this would be of interest to FunDza users
generally. This remains a future plan, partly due to the constraints
introduced by POPIA and our own concerns about our users’
privacy.

In 2019 FunDza partnered with Turn.io to launch a FunDza WhatsApp
chatbot, which has a menu with links to the latest items on FunDza. It also
offers downloadable stories and blogs. 

In 2020 we included a submissions function for our Fanz writers. Previously
they were only able to submit their work via a cognito form or via email.
This new avenue has proved very popular, and is now the most common
way readers submit their work. In the 2021 financial year, more than 4,000
individual pieces of writing were submitted via the WhatsApp chatbot. 

During lockdown it was interesting to note that many of our partner
organisations who started working online felt more comfortable using our
WhatsApp site rather than our mobi site. This was probably because
WhatsApp became such a popular group space, with facilitators and learners
already using WhatsApp groups as the place of learning and communication.

NACCW, one of our partner organisations, reported back how they were
using our material available on WhatsApp for their weekly virtual reading
groups. We were very interested to hear more, and after chatting to some of
the facilitators, we decided to develop reading group support material
specifically for WhatsApp.

We created a new entry for our WhatsApp menu called Reading Club
Support. It contains notes on how to run a virtual reading club, and then a
growing plan of session texts and activities. The challenge is to get three
open questions around a text that encourages deeper reading of the text but
also elicits personal responses and reflections so that each answer is unique.

Reading group support
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Let's get playing with
Book Attack

FunDza was approached by the Community Chest's
Innovation Fund to incubate a fun project called Book
Attack. The project had arisen as one of the winning
entries of the 2018 Year Beyond Social Innovation
Challenge. A group of Year Beyond volunteers on the
programme had designed a fun reading game aimed at
grades 4-6 learners to encourage reading for pleasure. 

In the original plan, the Book Attack team - the original
10 members involved in the conceptualisation of the game
- were going to take the project forward and FunDza was
contracted to provide administrative and legal support.
The intention was to create samples of the game, pilot
these at various sites, and investigate the potential for the
commercialisation of the game. 

However, due to various circumstances the original group
members were unable to commit to the project and the
decision was made for FunDza to take it over fully and
develop the game with the intention of releasing it as a
creative commons project. 

This is what happened, although the final testing of the
game was disrupted due to the impact of the covid-19
pandemic.

Nonetheless, contracted writers worked on the short
stories and information for the story cards, and designer
Orli Setton worked on the design of the board and the
cards. The FunDza team all got involved too - thinking
up chance cards and working on the game strategy. In
the end, there were 204 cards - of these 120 were story-
based, 52 chance cards and 32 spelling bee cards.

FunDza contracted Jacqui Dornbrack to manage the
content creation for the project and she worked with
Ros Haden to develop the story and spelling cards.
Two external writers – Zimkhitha Mlanzeli and
Rinchen Van Rijswijk – contributed, and Angela
Briggs was the external editor for the cards. Mignon
Hardie developed the chance cards with an in-house
FunDza team. All cards were given a final proof by
FunDza’s team.

In the end, FunDza was able to produce 50 samples of
the game which were given to Jacqui Boulle of the
Western Cape Government's Youth and After School
Programme Office to distribute to groups and schools
when lockdown allowed. In addition, the game is
available for free download from the FunDza corporate
site.

Scan to
download
the game



At FunDza, we have seen the power of story in engaging readers with issues that affect them and
their communities. Stories can touch hearts and develop empathy in a way that factual
information is not able to do. 

However we also believe that facts are important, and that knowledge can be powerful. So we
have developed what we believe is an effective approach of publishing a fictional story alongside
informative resource material that unpacks the issues. When Freedom House approached us, and
wanted to work with story as a vehicle for civic engagement, we knew we had found a good
partner fit! 

Freedom House is an international non-profit organisation that supports democratic change,
monitors freedom, and advocates for democracy and human rights globally. Their South African
office had been working in a variety of communities where they identified the power of stories to
illustrate democracy in action, and how individuals can stand up for their rights and take control
of their communities and lives.
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Meeting the People of
Phendula Park

And so this is how the collaborative project – The People of Phendula Park – came about.
Freedom House funded a set of three stories with accompanying ‘Talking Points’ that was
published on the fundza.mobi site as well as in print book format.

The project began with an idea of a park that would be at the centre of a fictional township
and which had held the promise of bringing the community together and being a lively centre.
Instead, the park had become a wasteland and hangout for gangsters. ‘Phendula’ is the isiXhosa
and isiZulu word for ‘answer’ and the community of Phendula Park needed answers to
questions like these: What do you do when girls are not safe, when your community is being
fed false promises, and when people start blaming newcomers for all their problems?

Each of the three stories of The People of Phendula Park explores the very real and relevant
community issues of gender-based violence in A Predator Among Us, local government and
service delivery in A Thief Among Us, and prejudice against ‘outsiders’ in A Newcomer Among
Us.

https://freedomhouse.org/country/south-africa
https://live.fundza.mobi/home/library/fiction-short-stories/a-predator-among-us/
https://live.fundza.mobi/home/library/fiction-short-stories/a-thief-among-us/
https://live.fundza.mobi/home/library/fiction-short-stories/a-newcomer-among-us/
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We then developed a course competition based on the stories, to incentivise readership, where
10 lucky course completers won R1000 and a goodie bag. An incredible 7,500 people
registered for the course, and just under 2000 completed it and were entered into the final
draw. See the winners on pages 25 and 26.

As the comments show – the story and talking points had an impact on our readers. 

I have learned so much from this story. There were so many things that Ineeded clarity about. We once had acorrupt councillor in our community, butnobody knew what to do and where toreport him, which resorted to violenceand innocent people were sent to prison.This story has useful information andmany people can learn a lot 
from it.

Thank you for the information, this
story is not only amazing it is also

helpful and I believe that it is going to
make changes in many people’s lives,

including mine
 

This story was lit. I love
all three of them.

Stories to meditate and
learn from them. An

A+

I think its a great story, i 
was even sharing with my family 
after reading every chapter.it was

amazing, it taught me to be always be
humble to other people and never
judge any1 based on their origin.

 

I truly enjoyed reading and
answering the quiz questions,
I have learned to actually see

things differently .
 

It was an amazing story that
educates and talks about

things happening all around
us. And its also interesting I
enjoyed every moment of it.
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Winners of The People of
Phendula Park

This really means a lot to me,
and the money would help me

to buy myself more reading
books. 

~Brian Tlhabetsang, Gauteng

Thank you so much FunDza. I
am going to pay my

outstanding amount to UNISA.
~ Charles Mokonyama,

Gauteng

Winning this competition means a lot 
to me and my family because I will

spend my prize with them in 
pampering ourselves and buy some

Christmas goodies.
~Onele Mdlaza, Western Cape

I am so excited, I cannot
believe that I won. Thank you

so much guys.
~ Sbusiso Mtolo, KZN

Winning this competition feels so amazing and
reading The People of Phendula Park is quite inspiring

and life-affirming, especially the third part "The
Newcomer Among Us". Not only has it encouraged
me to read more, it motivated me to write more. I'm
going to use the prize money to spoil myself and do

more research on how to be a published author
because I plan to publish my own craft.

~ Somelele Ntamo, Gauteng
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Winners of The People of
Phendula Park

Winning this competition to me means I have
overcame my wish,I have been trying to get a

win on many competitions with no luck. I'm so
happy and grateful to you for this opportunity. I
am going to buy myself a new phone so that'll be

able to keep reading and entering at Fundza.
~ Sizeka Cornellia Sqangwe, Gauteng

Winning meant alot to me I will
be using the money to buy

something nice for my kids for
Christmas.

~Yolandi Townsend, Gauteng

Winning this competition means a lot to me,
I couldn't believe it but this is it and I indeed

believe that anything is possible if you put
your mind into it. I plan to surprise my

mother with a best Christmas lunch during
Christmas day, it will never be the same!

~ Pritty Cele Zanele, KZN

It means a lot for me to win this
competition because it encourages
me to read more books on FunDza

and I am planning to buy my
siblings Christmas clothes. 

~ Sisanda Zabesolo, Eastern Cape

Winning this competition means a
lot...a dream come true indeed. With

this prize money I will buy my
family Christmas presents.

~Nomalungelo Mpungose, KZN
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It's time to #Slam4urLife!
Soon after the start of hard lockdown, we were approached by Jacqui Boulle head of the Youth and
After School Programme in the Western Cape Department of Cultural Affairs and Sport, asking
whether we'd be interested in working on a campaign to give young people an opportunity to
share their creative response to 'the new normal' - life in a world with Covid-19. We were
immediately interested as we'd been thinking of launching our own campaign #Slam4urLife. With
the assistance of Jacqui's team, Community Chest, Assitej South Africa and a wide range of
creatives, the campaign started to take shape. We contracted Sophie Joans to manage the campaign's
roll-out, with the help of Zilungile Zimela from FunDza, Faye Kabali-Kagwa from Assitej and
freelance musician Justin Barth.

#Slam4urLife ran for a six-week period from early May until 16 June 2020. The campaign rewarded
creativity, talent and effort, and gave young people the chance to share their thoughts and
experiences arising from the covid-19 pandemic. The project used a range of popular social media
channels for messaging, sharing and participating: WhatsApp, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
TikTok. Submissions were allowed in the following categories:

     Text-based submissions: poems, raps, flash-fiction 
     Visual submissions: images, artwork, photographs and memes
     Video-based submissions: TikToks, sketches, raps and songs

There were a total of 1064 entries, and 93 people received prizes these range from R150 to R250
airtime, to cash prizes of R750 to R1000, and then laptops for the three main winners.

It was a truly rewarding  exercise. The project demonstrated that spaces for youth to make art and
have their voices heard are vitally needed. The #Slam4urLife competition provided a platform for
young people to make sense of their difficult reality. Feedback suggested that the witnessing of the
art by peers provided a sense of validation that helped to boost confidence. The awards process was
inclusive and the wide range of entries reflected the diversity of our country in terms of race, gender
and language grouping.

Sundown
by Olwethu Cloe Ngcobondwane Text

winner
Ghost town.

There used to be jovial nights on this very street,

But the only disco lights I see now are the ones from police vans.

Almost as if the sirens were the new party anthem to a 

numbing reality.

One where I do not know where my lover is except via phone call.

Where his humour can only be felt through my ears and not with my hands.

Where the only comfort is from this warm patch

That covers the part of my face that breathes and smiles.

Although you were unfortunate in contracting the silent assailant,

I found comfort in the fact that I learned to smile with my eyes instead.

I looked at the sun through the window

And gave thanks for another chance to see a sunset.

We may be in different places, 

But that's what the birds were always for - 

To send out my love and make sure

That it always lands perched on your window sill at sundown.

Olwethu is 23 years old, studying

visual design at CPUT. She's a

first-year student whose studies

were derailed by the pandemic.

The laptop will make a huge

difference to her life and studies.

She said she's been writing since

Grade 6, and with the laptop she

hopes to start writing a book!



Watch the
#Slam4urLife
Awards
Ceremony
here!
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Image
winner

Video
winnerSibusiso is from Deneysville, Free State. He didn't

study art but loves drawing. He's currently at

the University of the North West, studying IT.

The laptop will be incredibly useful as he didn't

have one of his own. He was inspired to draw the

winning image, after a friend took a picture of

the young child.

Boy in a mask
Sibusiso Lee Mokoena

Let us find you ready, not weary
Yollande Tshimanga

Yollande is a high school student from

Johannesburg. Her teacher encouraged her to enter

the competition. She said that she got her cousins to

help her with the video by acting in it. She was

excited for the laptop as she has started to write

novels so it will make her creative life blossom.

So many people and organisations helped to make this competition a great success. Thank you to
the Western Cape Department of Cultural Affairs and Sports, Community Chest, Assitej South
Africa, supportive media personalities Zolani Mahola, Lebogang Masango, Rob Van Vuuren,
Yaaseen Barnes, Bomba eCute, Sne Dladla, Shimmy Isaacs, Lerato Trok, Africa Melane, and the
final judges Minister for Cultural Affairs and Sports Anroux Marais and CEO of Community Chest
Lorenzo Davids. Thank you too to the internal judges (Faye Kabali-Kagwa, Zilungile Zimela,
Justin Barth, Amantle Mokubung and Mignon Hardie) and project manager Sophie Joans for their
help in the smooth running of this exciting project.



Covid did force us to be creative! We were about to launch a pilot
writing programme, funded by the National Arts Council. It was
going to be face-to-face in KZN and then the Western Cape, the
dates were set – and then we went into lockdown. We decided to
make it virtual. 

To try to retain the intimacy and sense of community that make our
workshops successful, we chose three channels of dissemination and
contact: our mobi site, WhatsApp, and a video conferencing platform.
What was really exciting for us is that for the first time we could
invite writers who had been sending in their work to FunDza but
would never be able to come to a face-to-face workshop. 

We had 15 participants from all over South Africa, and many were
familiar names to us, though we had never ‘met’ them. The course ran
over three weeks, and we were delighted to see that we could develop
a feeling of community and camaraderie despite the problems with
connectivity. 

SPECIAL REPORT

Me with You, virtually

Birds in the morning, guns at night
By Njabulo Goba
I’m from a place where birds sing in the morning

and guns do at night,

Where I once woke to see my best friend’s dad

dead on the scene before daylight.

I’m from a place where you open a case for a

criminal and he buys a case of beer for a cop,

Where the drugs keep moving and the dreams

stop.

I’m from a place where love is in the air only

when bottles are,

Where girls will leave a man with direction for a

man with a car.

I’m from a place where the stomachs aren’t full

because the minds  are empty,

Where learning a new skill and trying to earn a

living can earn you envy.

I am change
By Nivashnie Poonsamy
I am a dishevelled bed of confusion.

With trembly legs of inaction

And flimsy blankets of excuses,

I bring no comfort to the weary.

I am a dusty shoe of regret

Hiding in a closet of ignorance.

Too afraid to take a step out

Lest my sole tatters and bleeds.

But I am as smart as the ticking clock

That says, “A new day has come.”
With hands turned to a better time,

I move forward to growth and change.

And I am as empathetic as a woollen coat,

Keeping out the hate and cold,

Wrapping you in a warm embrace

Till Winter passes and all lives matter.

I am that brown fist of courage,

High in the air, pumping up and down,

Finally smashing against the table

To make a sound, a noise, a movement; a change.

The process also gave us time to give more content to the online course, so in many ways it was more
rigorous than the face-to-face programme would have been.

In informal private WhatsApps and in the final sessions, participants described the course as ‘beyond
amazing’, ‘life-changing’, it had ‘tremendous impact’. Since then many of these participants have gone on to
write longer mentored professional stories. We were delighted at the success of this, and have used it as the
basis for a more extended FunDza Fellowship writing programme in 2021.

Thanks to the National Arts Council for sponsoring this project and for allowing us to experiment in this
way. We have learned so much.
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The Shadow of Death
By Lungile Manyathi
The city always winds down with the setting sun. The day to day activities fizzle at the moon’s smile and the lazy blinking of the

first stars. However, that evening the process was disrupted by commotion. People bustled past our house, conjuring up an

atmosphere charged with tension and anticipation. My mother and I stepped out because we had somehow forgotten to buy milk,

or there was not enough bread for the following day, all I can recall is that it was a small emergency.

Our curiosity was … when, after crossing a few streets, we found a crowd, gathered a stone’s throw away from the

convenience store. They surrounded a dingy alley recently stripped of weeds by the locals to make it appear less threatening in

a city ripe with crime. 

We walked past people speaking in hushed whispers that melted away as we drew closer to the scene. Then a hoarse shout

erupted from a man who had seen enough, “Where is her mother?!”

Beside us, a woman cleared her throat in discomfort and shook her head, a frown creased her eyebrows. She looked familiar, a

face we had seen a dozen times working the cash register at the store.

“The body of a young girl was found in the alley less than an hour before we got here,” she quietly whispered as she tucked her

own child into the pleat of her skirt, fingers protectively wrapped around the boy’s shoulder.

Through the loosely packed limbs of the people in front of me, I spotted the flowered pattern of a lilac dress fluttering

carelessly in the evening breeze, a pink shoe abandoned far from the a body and a pale hand, laying palm down against the tar.

No movement came from her tiny fingers or the scattered, beaded braids stemming from her head.

The truth is, crime is nothing in a city and everyone is used to it. Yet, no one could dismiss the kind of fear that remained lodged

in the back of everyone’s throat leading to distrust. Assumptions bubbled over the fences. There was talk of seasonal cars

that kidnapped girls, waves of gossip about witchcraft, claims of domestic violence responsible for the death of children and

constant whispers of serial killers on the hunt for virgin blood.  Apart from the horror that befell her, is the realisation that

no one ever asked what her name was, how old she was, what happened to her, or how her body appeared in an alley that had

stood vacant the day before. 

People only questioned the whereabouts of her mother and when she did not appear, allowed the police to do away with the

body.

For a month after that incident, I walked through my neighbourhood with a set of keys lodged in between my fingers because I

was scared of getting attacked. I walked faster each time I sensed a car slowing down behind me and tensed when I approached

a group of strangers. I practiced self-defence through internet videos, purchased and obsessively checked if I had pepper

spray packed into each bag I carried out of the house. I rigorously monitored my surroundings at all times for any signs of

danger or threat. I breathed a sigh of relief when I made it through the gate at the end of the day only to battle through

paranoia over all the noise that pierced through the silence of the night. The irony of it is, nothing happened. The problem is that

nothing happened. Nobody did anything apart from hiding their own children. All avoided the alley with abnormal determination,

allowed weeds to sprout and overtake the space.

There were no protests, no memorial service or a mere prayer session held in one of the churches that decorate nearly every

street corner. There were no posters erected on street poles, no articles of her murder and never a media post about her. She

went down in history as a consequence of the city. People reduced her to the resident ghost of a vacant alley, whispering:

“Never let the city swallow you like it did her.”

“Never be out on your own as she was.”

“You do not want to end up like her.”

Recalling that incident always brings to mind life’s fragility and the lack of justice afforded to such victims. A testimony of

fear that grapples with people, dominating over their existence and rendering them helpless. This is a fear I can attest to. I

suppose there is no truth to the idea that ‘it takes a village to raise a child’ in a city, evident in the way people brushed away

the responsibility of that girl’s justice by calling out to her mother.

I felt compelled to write about what happened to her as an acknowledgement of her existence. A small contribution to a

struggle greater than we care to imagine when nestled in the idea of safety. I often hope her mother was informed of the

whereabouts of her child. A child she had blessed with life and a name. A child, I can only assume, she cherished and loved. A girl

that belonged to her.



FunDza has been an active participant in National Book Week since September 2015, when
staff member Ndibulele Sotondoshe first hit the road with the National Book Week team,
hosting workshops and spreading the word about FunDza throughout the country. Over the
years, many of our young staff members have been involved and have had memorable
experiences. 

This year, the covid-19 pandemic meant that National Book Week was an online affair, and
similarly SA Book Fair (which traditionally follows on from National Book Week) was going
online. We decided to participate again - but this time with two videos.

The first was a writing workshop facilitated by Deputy Content Manager, Marché Arends,
entitled "I am a poet in the making". For this she takes young participants on a poetry writing
journey through which they get exposed to interesting ways to use metaphor and express
themselves. 

The second was a panel discussion hosted by FunDza's Zilungile Zimela, entitled "Fly with
FunDza: New Writers Take Off!". In the discussion, Zilungile chats to three pairs of mentor and
mentee writers to find out more about their process and how it was to work together on
producing a short story for the fundza.mobi site. In both instances, the short stories were
produced in the mentee writers' mother tongue and then translated into English. 

Participating in the discussion are mentor Marché Arends and mentee Tamica Mopp who
worked together on the short story: My name is Petronella or My naam is Petronella written
originally in Afrikaaps. They are joined by  Sifiso Mzobe (mentor) and prolific mentee writer
Amanda Ngema. Amanda writes in isiZulu, and Sifiso not only mentors her in her writing but
also translates her work into English.

SPECIAL REPORT

Participating in National
Book Week

Scan the QR code to
access the video

Scan the QR code to
access the video



Besides, #Slam4urLife and The People of Phendula Park, FunDza ran four other competitions and
seven writing challenges during the year. In total there were 17,140 participants with 112 winners
and 71 runners-up. We're proud of all of this engagement through these fun interactions.

Another highly successful competition was in partnership with Momentum Metropolitan
Foundation. This was a repeat of the highly popular Moving Up with the Majolas course
competition that ran in 2019. This follows the story of the Majola family, focusing on the financial
and life challenges of different characters as they navigate their lives. Each chapter was accompanied
by an information section. As part of the course, participants answer multiple-choice questions for
each section. More than 1,500 people registered for the course. Unlike the previous course, which
selected the winners by a random draw of the successful entries, this time the prize was reserved for
the top scorer, who would receive a smartphone. However, this must have been a good incentive, as
10 people scored 100%. Thanks to Metropolitan, all 10 winners won a Huawei Y5 smartphone!

FunDza ran one big poetry competition where entrants had to write a love poem for an inanimate
object, a place, an animal, or an experience – NOT a person. It was called ‘Unusual Love’ and was
entered by over 500 writers. Six winners each received R1,000 (Three junior winners, between the
ages of 13 and 20, and three senior winners, between the ages of 21 and 30).

Through the year we continued with our WhatsApp writing challenges, which are short writing
exercises submitted via our WhatsApp platform. For each one, ten winners receive R50 airtime
each. The seven challenges had differing topics: some were descriptive, based on themes such as
Saturday night, Sunday morning, whereas others were based on poetic form, such as the Diamante
writing challenge. These became popular with a smaller group of keen writers who entered
regularly. Some of the winning writing is included in this report.

COMPETITIONS

Engaging our readers and
writers through competitions

Sighs the nation
By Precious Mgciyo
In my country, I see the footprints of poverty disappearing

 I see the nation dispersing like sand on a windy day –

 Same direction but different timing and destination,

 My people infected by a lack of humanity, a disease of the nation.

In my country, I hope for unity and love,

 Where my people will live by in harmony,

 Everyone is flying majestically,

 Gliding in the air with no one pulling another back – like eagles.

In my country, I strive for the freedom of my fellow brothers and sisters.

 Freedom from physical suppression and mental oppression.

 A nation where gossip is not an obsession

 I see hope in the eyes of the young children of the soil, that one day

 The struggle will come to an end that one day the nation will unite.

 A light flinches like a candle in the dark, the future is bright.

Human Rights
Writing

Challenge
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Jabulani Hall
By Chiedza Mutandwa
Saturday night in the heart of the community is Jabulani Hall. Red

and blue party lights flashing, smells of spicy braai and smoke

ascend. The DJ plays Amapiano music. The kiosk at the entrance has

been turned into a bar for the night. The youthful at heart party

from dusk to dawn.

Sunday night the congregants occupy chairs aligned in neat rows

below the stage. The sun shines through the windows. The holy

spirit in the midst. The choir leads praise and worship, the pastor

preaches a powerful word and prayers ascend. The kiosk is a tithe

and offering counter. After service, the congregants leave with

more hope than they came with.

Saturday
evening, Sunday
morning Writing

Challenge

“Mommy,why do we love?"

It was late afternoon and we were sitting in our backyard in the shade.

The sun was shining brightly.

I stared at my Afro-head daughter as her blue eyes filled with curiosity.

Her dress danced with the calm wind.

I picked up a sunflower from the dry grass and put it in her hair.

Now my green eyes filled with love for her.

“Miracle love, that’s what makes us human."

She smiled with content as we made our way into our little house.

I managed to answer her but I do wonder – why do we love?…

Why love
By Sabrina Mabimba

“I said it’s okay!"

We stood by the fridge, in the kitchen.

A cold breeze sent chills through my guilty body.

She stood next to me, closest to the fridge door.

I saw anger written on her face.

Frown lines appeared to mar her usually dimpled face.

“I said I forgive you!" she interrupted my attempt at a further apology.

I turned and walked away sheepishly.

Gutted over having drank my sister’s cranberry juice.

I forgive you
By Zithulele Sibanyoni

The Words You
Choose Writing

Challenge

Home

Small, beautiful

Cooking, laughing, dancing

Bed, television, couch, drinks

Talking, caring, hugging

Colourful, warm

Home

Home
By Mandlenkosi Decent Ncube

Women

Ambitious, courageous

Create, dominate, propagate

Goddess, hostess, empress, lioness

Appreciate, celebrate, venerate

Beautiful, powerful

Inspiration

Women
By Teboho Seqhofa

Diamanté
Writing

Challenge



How I miss all of it. 

The early morning joggers, the cars hooting, children playing on

the dusty grounds, teenagers leaning against the streetlights, the

Gqom groups clashing!

Oh, Sidmore Sports Center, after serving this jail time, I will

definitely be visiting you again. My legs itch to be reunited with

their lover. They kick and thrash any object within proximity. One

would swear a hurricane had wreaked havoc in my room.

“Bola! Bola! Pass, I’m open!” How I miss yelling that. I feel so

devoid without soccer…

I dread the settling of dusk. It means no more soccer, and time to

head back home. I am not looking forward to being confined yet

again by those four dull walls. Who would want that? But the

night chill crawling down your skin leaves you with no choice.

This lockdown has hushed my bustling neighbourhood. Let it end!

My Itchy Lega
By Dolo Mphembele Jr

After
Lockdown

Writing
Challenge

Through your perfectly polished stoeps

I saw reflections of myself,

my younger self…

In those days I used to lean on your cupboard's shelves

after getting a hiding from Grandma for staining her mats.

You caught those tears that fell,

signifying how I felt.

You were the witness to all that.

Witness
By Tshegofatso Mabutla

 A poem to
home Writing

Challenge

When I was in my previous grade I would have 

never imagined that the school year of 2020 would 

mean I would have to distance myself from my friends and have to wear a mask.

Now I am witnessing wives become widows, husbands become widowers and

children become orphans all because of this coronavirus. I watch as it takes

down nations one by one.

Someday I will get to hug my friends and never let go. I will be able to walk the

streets without a mask. Someday I will ask my kids: “Do you know the story of

Covid-19?

2020
by Sabrina Mabimba

Playing with
Tenses
Writing

Challenge
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Abandoned
by Tariro
When I was a little girl I was left by my mother to stay with my father and

younger sister. I took care of my younger sister while my father had to work. I

hated my mother since then.

Now I feel alone when I see other people talking nicely about their mothers, I feel

like crying. I hate her for abandoning me.

Someday I will be able to forgive her for what she did to us. I will learn to love

and I will be able to share with her my life’s experience.

You are the misplaced flower pots that my eyes reach before I enter 

You are the sweet sound of the little ones running all the way from 

the door to hug me 

You are the red flip-flop and gumboots covered in dry mud and 

sand outside the door 

You are the loud noise of the neighbours asking for ispinachi sika 

MaDlamini at 6am 

You are the “finally!” that rings through my head as my body 

sinks into my bed 

You are the definition of peace, love and belonging the 'no place like home'

You are home

KwaMandlamini
By Mihlali Gwalisa



She comes and goes as she pleases, there are  no 

regulations in her world, she is free. 

Not enslaved yet she dines with giants, she is loved though she's an outsider. 

Whom may I say you are?

We do not speak the same language; we do not understand the ways of our species,

yet we are one. One at heart. She was once lonely, as I was. She was bruised, I was

hurt. At night fall you would disappear and at heart I was with you. Where may I say

you are?

I do not know her name, I do not know who you belong to, but I believe to each other

we belong. At dawn you could emerge as playful as ever knowing that a bowl of your

preferred drink is as yours to have as is mine to give. What am I to you?

We shared moments together, I was there when you became a mother and you were

here when I lost a brother. Gentle rubs on me announcing her arrival had been her

normal ritual on my legs, that I gave way to. Why do I feel this way?

You were never mine, but I was always yours to have, your scent has vanished, your

voice had been silenced. I hope you will return as eight lives you have; I will treasure

our memories. We were one and one we will be again. Kitty were you mine to have?

The ghost crawler
By Anele Jonga

How do I love thee?

Fiercely and ferociously, ever so relentless

My body swaddled into you ever so tenderly

Picture me lost in the lone forest of your caresses

Wrapped in your embrace, fuzzy and content in your humps

Your soft bristles trickling faintly against my goose bumps

May I love you so?

Here, now, in this arctic room

Temperature low, feet shivering and numb

With soft music serenading the chilly breeze hanging in the air

Because us? Ever so cuddled like a soft lump of cotton candy

How do I escape the curse of existence?

In the folds of your soft fleece

The lavender in your scent

The static when I first reach for your tenderness

I could rest in your embrace indefinitely

Swallow me whole into the folds of your polar fleece

I am yours, forever yours, past sunrise through and beyond dawn

Have me, hold me, cherish me like a shivering fawn

Thrown into comfort
By Resego Sebogodi

Do you remember how we first met?

On our first date

A black Harrier rose from rafters

To fly above my grandfather’s funeral

And I wrote a poem on grief

From there

Metaphors and similes became algorithms

For both survival and joy

You, poetry, became my lover and friend

Did I not open myself up to you?

Did I not pen my history in you?

On warm days, you’ve watched my heart open

Like a hibiscus with happy memoirs

But on cold days

You are the slow rise of the sun

Upon dry ground, still bearing beautiful fruit

To be written or read, offering comfort

And warmth –

Shall we grow old together?

A Different Type of Love
by Botsana Maphanga

Unusual Love
Senior
winner
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Could it be you that swept me off my feet?

Since the first day I saw you

The love that died within me

Searched for you in that living room

As my heart melted when you said, “Hi, I’m Broom.”
Were our paths meant to cross?

With each movement we made on the floor

Our dedication was something even the dust could not ignore

And each time I picked you up at the corner street of ninety degrees

I’d hold you with the desire of love travelling through the air like a breeze

Was I hypnotised by you?

Bravely bristling back and forth to trap me

With jealousy of how you would always need Dustpan to finish the job

I could not stand seeing the two of you so close together

But each time you assured me that this love is more genuine than leather

Will you be there even when the dust settles?

Would you call me even if all my chores were done?

I suppose you’re married to your duty

A job well-done being your bride and you’re the broom

They call this an unusual love, but our bond is as pure as a dove.

The Elephant in The Broom
By Kyle Chad Van Wyk

Beating bongo drums blasting in Benin

As the merry melodies serenade in Malawi

Ghana and Niger arrive at the soirée scene

Mama Africa, why do you rejoice when the future seems so bleak?

Your resilience resonates in Rwanda

And from you bosom you nurture babies in Botswana

Your adieu strings calm the unrest in Uganda

Mama Africa, why are you resolute when wars damage your physique?

A zillion zebras trot in Zimbabwe

Baobab fruits feed birds in Burundi

South Africans gaze to your skies and pray

Mama Africa, how do you feed your people every week without fail?

Your love runs deep we all feel it too

Your aura is pure like the water on your shores

Your forgiving nature is why I love you

But could you please dial the sun down a little bit more?

Mama Africa
By Sibusiso Radebe

Away from the starless skies

The roaring planes

The three am hooting taxis

The neighbour’s jukebox noise that syncs with your brain, you already know

what will play after that Beyoncé 2009 hit or was it 2011?

A fresh breath of air

Clear blue skies

Stars that shine brighter than diamonds

Sunrises and sunsets that creep behind the mountains

Can you run faster than the hail when it drops without warning?

Early morning fires

Trips to the river for the laundry hoping you get there before the herding boys

Be careful not to step on the parcels left by the cattle

The catch-up stories about cousins of cousins that leave you wondering why no

one told you that Mpumi got married?

A place filled with childhood memories

Late night stories that will keep you awake for many for nights to come

When the lights are switched on and it’s time to go home after a day in the dust

Are you brave enough to pass by the graveyard?

Home
by Mihlali Gwalisa

Unusual Love
Junior
winner
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Without the generous support FunDza receives from Foundations, grant-making
organisations, corporate social investment entities, companies and individuals, it
would be unable to continue its work. We thank all our supporters for joining us
on our quest to get young South Africans reading and writing.

The following provided us with funding, service contracts or other support
during the 2021 financial year, or their funding was used within that period.

476 Charitable Educational Trust
Community Chest of Western Cape
DG Murray Trust
FirstRand Empowerment Fund
Freedom House
Harry Crossley Foundation
JnJ Global Public Health DREAMS Thina Abantu Abasha
Mignon Hardie
Momentum Metropolitan Foundation
National Arts Council
National Association of Childcare Workers
National Education Collaboration Trust
Oppenheimer Memorial Trust
PROTEC
SA Book Development Council
Trevor Sacks
Western Cape Department of Cultural Affairs & Sports
Yoshiaki Nagasawa
Zero-Dropout Campaign

FUNDZA SUPPORTERS

A very big thank you!

Grants, Awards and Service contracts



FINANCIALS

ASSETS
Non-Current Assets
Property, plant and equipment

Other financial assets

Current Assets
Trade and other receivables

Cash and cash equivalents

TOTAL ASSETS

FUNDS AND LIABILITIES

Funds  

Trust capital

Surplus funds

Current Liabilities
Taxation payable

Trade and other payables

TOTAL FUNDS AND LIABILITIES

2020

R

 

 

2,572,214
31,527

2,540,687

 

3,840,148
219,043

3,621,105

 

6,412,362
 

 

 

6,181,179
500

6,180,679

 

231,183
-

231,183

 

6,412,362

2021

R

 

 

3,222,627
45,217

3,177,410

 

7,264,872
277,000

6,987,872

 

10,487,499
 

 

 

10,370,333
500

10,369,833

 

117,166
22,598

94,568

 

10,487,499

BALANCE SHEET DETAILED INCOME/EXPENSE STATEMENT

2020
R

 

 
6,498,856

48,000
210,715
49,168
29,998

588,523
39,800

 
7,465,060

 

 
66,294
10,898
3,436

14,425
29,085
6,740
1,563

17,385
26,911

0

REVENUE
Donations received

Dividends received

Fair value adjustments

Interest received

Proceeds from C2C sale

Income received

Royalties received

TOTAL REVENUE

EXPENSES
Accounting fees

Bank charges

Board expenses

Consulting and training fees

Consumables

Depreciation

Insurance

IT and internet expenses

Legal expenses

Loss on Investments

2021

R

 

 

9,315,413

6,136

0

284,444

0

1,315,565

0

 

10,921,558
 

 

82,148

14,019

7,112

7,359

23,702

13,920

18,164

25,650

18,134

126

2020

R

 

0

108,400

0

11,331

17,349

1,818,948

181,540

7,485

3,132,339

14,911

23,739

13,908

28,289

 

5,534,976
 

1,930,084
 

0
 

1,930,084

Loss on Fair Value Adjustments

Marketing & promotions

Monitoring, Evaluation & Learning

Office equipment

Printing, stationery & postage

Project expenditure

Rental & Security

Repairs and maintenance

Salaries

Staff development & training

Staff welfare

Telephone and fax

Travel

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES

TOTAL PROFIT / LOSS

Taxation

NET INCOME FOR THE YEAR

2021

R

 

6,863

211,703

121,987

11,969

14,348

1,787,089

251,370

4,514

4,044,755

13,433

10,547

16,166

4,728

 

6,709,806
 

4,211,752
 

22,598
 

4,189.154



Eastern Cape

Axium Education

Jabulani Rural Health Foundation

Igqangi Project

Masifunde Learner Development

Nyara Youth Development

O2 Hope

PROTEC PE

Small Projects Foundation

Free State

Grassland Secondary School

National Association of Child and Youth

Care Workers (NACCW)

Mangaung Library Services

The following groups received book donations from FunDza or
used FunDza books in their projects from the start of 2021
financial year to the end of June 2021, when FunDza entered a
partnership with Biblionef SA to distribute its books to their
groups.

FAMILY GROUPS

Organisations receiving
book donations

Gauteng

African Revolution Community Development

Blaquity Nico's Tutoring

Boys and Girls Clubs of South Africa

Hope Warriors Children's Charity

Ikhwezi Lokusa Community Project

LEAP Science and Maths School 3

Orlando Pirates Learning Centre

PROTEC Tshwane

Spark Youth Alive

The Bookery Gauteng

KwaZulu-Natal

Edendale Primary School

Family Literacy Project

North-West

Borite Primary School

Northern Cape

National Association of Child and Youth

Care Workers (NACCW)

Ritchie Youth Development

The San Vision Foundation

Western Cape

Beacon Hill Secondary

BEST College

Biblionef South Africa

Bongolwethu Primary School

Change Within Development

Christel House

Education without Borders

Edufundi

Grassroots Youth Academy Trust

I Am You Are

Ikamva Labantwana Bethu

Ikamva Youth

Indwe Senior Secondary School

Ingcambu Neqhayiya Community Development

Inspiring People Network

Isilimela High School

iThemba Labantu

Just Grace

Legacy Community Development

Lumkile's Book Joint

Marang a Letsatsi

Philisa Abafazi Bethu

Sakhisizwe YDP

Sakhubuntu Family Preservation

Shawco Education

Surfpop

The Bookery Western Cape

Ubomi Charitable Trust

UPhawu Community Development

Youth Potential South Africa

Heartnet

Imbeleko, Dr Seni Myeni Foundation

Inanda Seminary

Isibani Sentsha

KHULA

Klaarwater Primary School

Malabela Secondary School

My African Child My Pride

The Web Foundation

Limpopo

Bohlabela Christianity School

LEAP Science and Maths School 5

Mabea High School

Morena on Lerena FBO

The Laide Foundation

Mpumalanga

Imagine Scholar South Africa

Kamhola Secondary School
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