
Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

The head of our Government is 

President Ramaphosa.

Spell GOVERNMENT

G-O-V-E-R-N-M-E-N-T

Mom brought bread home.

Spell BROUGHT

B-R-O-U-G-H-T

There are two syllables in my name.

Spell SYLLABLES

S-Y-L-L-A-B-L-E-S

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

My friend gave me good directions  

to her house.

Spell DIRECTIONS

D-I-R-E-C-T-I-O-N-S

The winner won a million rand.

Spell MILLION

M-I-L-L-I-O-N

Write a short paragraph  

for homework.

Spell PARAGRAPH

P-A-R-A-G-R-A-P-H



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

We live in the southern 

Hemisphere.

Spell SOUTHERN

S-O-U-T-H-E-R-N.

Many people live in poor  

social conditions.

Spell CONDITIONS

C-O-N-D-I-T-I-O-N-S

We got division sums for 

homework.

Spell DIVISION

D-I-V-I-S-I-O-N

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

Mom had to measure the length  

of the curtain.

Spell MEASURE

M-E-A-S-U-R-E

We need to have a balance in life.

Spell BALANCE

B-A-L-A-N-C-E

She ran the length of the field.

Spell LENGTH

L-E-N-G-T-H



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

There is a difference between us. 

Spell DIFFERENCE

D-I-F-F-E-R-E-N-C-E

She is such a character.

Spell CHARACTER

C-H-A-R-A-C-T-E-R

The volcano erupted.

Spell VOLCANO

V-O-L-C-A-N-0

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

They live among the trees.

Spell AMONG

A-M-O-N-G

I do not understand what to do.

Spell UNDERSTAND

U-N-D-E-R-S-T-A-N-D

The doctors checked their 

instruments to see if they were 

clean.

Spell INSTRUMENT

I-N-S-T-R-U-M-E-N-T



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

I could not do the equation.

Spell EQUATION

E-Q-U-A-T-I-O-N

The product was made  

by a machine. 

Spell MACHINE

M-A-C-H-I-N-E

There are lots of buildings 

in the city.

Spell BUILDINGS

B-U-I-L-D-I-N-G-S

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

Buildings are made from  

different materials. 

Spell MATERIALS

M-A-T-E-R-I-A-L-S

The car industry is doing well. 

Spell INDUSTRY

I-N-D-U-S-T-R-Y

We did an experiment in  

science today.

Spell EXPERIMENT

E-X-P-E-R-I-M-E-N-T       



Busi’s 
favourite 

room

Busi’s favourite room

Busi’s best room is the kitchen. In 
the morning Mama makes pap in the 
kitchen. In the evening Busi makes 
supper there with her brother, Thabo. 
Busi and Thabo chop vegetables on 
the kitchen table. They talk about 
school. Busi likes talking to Thabo. 
Usually he is too busy playing with his 
friends to talk to her. Busi’s favourite 
time in the kitchen is when she, 
Thabo and Mama eat chicken and rice 
together. And jelly after! Yummy!

Questions 

1. What is Busi’s best room?
2. What do Busi and Thabo chop?
3. Which word in the list means  

the same as ‘yummy’?
    a) Tasty 
    b) Salty 
    c) Bitter 

Answers

1. The kitchen
2. Vegetables
3. a) Tasty

Candles

Candles

Thato’s family use candles. They use 
candles when there is no electricity. 
They use them for light. Candles can 
be dangerous. If they fall over, they 
can start a fire. Fires can burn the 
house down. Mama told Thato, “Don’t 
leave a candle burning when you go 
to sleep. And don’t leave a candle 
burning when you leave the room.”

Questions

1. When do Thato’s family use candles? 
2. Why are candles dangerous? 
3. Name one thing Mama told Thato 

not to do. 

Answers

1. They use candles when there is   
no electricity.

2. They can start a fire.
3. Don’t leave a candle burning when 

you go to sleep. OR Don’t leave a 
candle burning when you leave   
the room.



Dad makes 
supper

Dad makes supper

It’s supper time. Mom has gone to work. 
Oh, no! Dad has to cook. He wants to make 
chicken curry. Yonela helps him. Yonela cuts 
the chicken up and fries it. Dad reads the 
list of what to put in the curry mixture. 

• curry powder
• salt
• pepper
• a can of tomatoes 

Dad mixes these things in a pot. Then he  
adds the chicken. He closes the lid and   
leaves it to cook. Mmmm! It smells good.  
Dad can cook after all! 

Questions 

1. Why is Mom not at home? 
2. Name two things in the curry. 
3. Choose one of the three headings below 

to name this meal.
    a) Tasty fish
    b) Yummy beef 
    c) Spicy curry

Answers

1. She is at work.
2. Any two of these answers: curry powder 

OR salt OR pepper OR a can of tomatoes 
OR chicken

3. c) Spicy curry

Electrical 
energy

Electrical energy

Ketso likes to know how things work. 
He looks inside the electrical kettle. 
He sees a coil. It has a shape like a 
snail’s shell. He has seen a coil on the 
stove too. He loves watching it go 
red when he turns the stove on. He 
knows that electrical energy makes 
the coil hot. Then the hot coil heats 
up the food in the pot. Ketso works 
out that the coil in the electrical 
kettle is the same. It heats up water 
when he turns the kettle on.

Questions 

1. What is Ketso interested in?
2. A coil is the same shape as a snail’s 

shell. True or false?
3. What type of energy makes the  

coil hot?

Answers

1. Electrical things OR how things work
2. True
3. Electrical energy



Gogo’s 
garden

Gogo’s garden

Gogo loves working in the garden. 
Today she is planting carrot and 
tomato seeds. She has chosen a 
sunny spot. First she makes a small 
hole in the ground. Then she drops a 
tiny seed into it. She covers the seed 
with soil. Then she takes a yellow 
watering can. She wets the soil and 
seeds. I am excited. Next season we 
will have fresh carrots and tomatoes. 
I can’t wait!  

Questions 

1. What is Gogo planting?
2. What colour is the watering can?
3. Why is the girl excited? 

a) Because she likes ice cream. 
b) Because she likes to see the 
carrots and tomatoes grow. 
c) Because she goes to school.

Answers

1. Carrot and tomato seeds 
2. Yellow
3. b) Because she likes to see the 

carrots and tomatoes grow.

What am I?

What am I?

I start as a little seed.
I need soil, sun and water to begin 
my life.  
I grow round in shape.
I’m green when I am small.
But I turn red when I am ripe.
You can eat me in a salad or a 
sandwich.
I am tasty when you bite into me. 

Questions 

1.  What does the little seed need 
to grow? 

2. What colour is it when it is ripe? 
3. What is this thing?

Answers

1. Soil, sun and water 
2. Red
3. A tomato



Lerato’s 
birthday

Lerato’s birthday

Lerato wakes up early. Today is her 
birthday. She runs to the kitchen. On 
the table is a beautiful birthday cake. It 
has eight candles. Next to the cake is a 
big box. It has a big blue ribbon. Mom, 
Aunty and cousin Lelo are sitting at  
the table. 

“Happy birthday to you, happy birthday 
to you, happy birthday dear Lerato, 
Happy birthday to you! Hip, hip hooray.” 

She opens the box. It’s a pretty dress 
and shoes. This is the best birthday ever!  

Questions 

1. What is special about today? 
2. How old is Lerato turning today?
3. What adjective tells us what her new 

dress and shoes look like? 

(Hint: An adjective is a describing word.)

Answers

1. It is Lerato’s birthday today.  
2. Eight     
3. Pretty

Kagiso goes 
to the shop

Shopping list
Price list                                 

• 12 eggs = R20,00
• 500 grams flour = R10,00
• A box of Smarties = R6,50

Kagiso goes to the shop 

Mom wants to bake a cake. Oh, no! she 
doesn’t have enough eggs! She doesn’t have 
flour! She needs Smarties to make the cake 
look beautiful. She makes a shopping list of the 
ingredients she needs. 

Shopping list
• 12 eggs
• 500 grams flour
• A box of Smarties

She gives Kagiso R100,00. He goes to the shop 
to buy the items on the list. 

He needs to bring Mom change. Here are the 
prices of his items. 

Price list                                 
12 eggs = R20,00
500 grams flour = R10,00
A box of Smarties = R6,50

Questions

1. How much money did Mom give Kagiso?  

2. Add up the prices of all the items on the list. 

What is the total? 

3. What change will Kagiso get for Mom? 

Answers

1. Mom gave Kagiso R100,00 (one hundred rand).  

2. The total is R36,50 (36 rand and 50 cents). 

3. Kagiso will get R63,50 change (63 rand and  
50 cents).



Telo writes 
a greeting 

card

Dear Aunty Eve

I am mising you a 
lot. When are you 
cuming to visit? 

I luv you. 
Telo 

Telo writes a greeting card

Telo misses his Aunty Eve. She lives 
in Port Elizabeth. He hasn’t seen 
her since Easter. Aunty Eve is Telo’s 
favourite aunt. She is very kind and 
she laughs a lot. She always plays ball 
with Telo. He writes her a card.

Dear Aunty Eve

I am mising you a lot.    
When are you cuming to visit? 

I luv you. 
Telo 

Questions 

1. Where does Aunty Eve live? 
2. Why does Telo write to Aunty Eve? 
3. Which three words are spelt 

wrongly in the letter?

Answers

1. Port Elizabeth
2. He is missing her. OR He wants her  

to visit.
3. The word mising should be spelt 

missing. The word cuming should be 
spelt coming. The word luv should 
be spelt love. 

Weekly 
meals 

Days of the week

Monday Samp and beans

Tuesday Chicken and rice

Wednesday Pap and sauce

Thursday Macaroni and 
cheese

Friday Fish and chips

Weekly meals

Mom has a chart of meals for the week. 
On Monday she sticks it on the fridge. 
Steve looks at the chart. He wants Friday 
to come quickly! Then he can have fish  
and chips. He loves dipping his chips in  
tomato sauce.

Weekly meal chart

Days of the week

Monday samp and beans

Tuesday chicken and rice

Wednesday pap and sauce

Thursday macaroni and cheese

Friday fish and chips

Questions 

1.  What will they eat on Thursday?
2. On which day will they eat chicken  

and rice?
3. Why does Steve want Friday to  

come quickly?

Answers

1.  Macaroni and cheese
2. Tuesday
3. He will have fish and chips on Friday.  

OR He can dip his chips in tomato sauce.  



Orlando 
Pirates

Orlando Pirates

Uncle Sipho loves soccer. His 
favourite team is Orlando Pirates. 

His favourite player is Inkosi. When 
Inkosi scores Uncle Sipho jumps up 
and down. 

He shouts “Laduma!” He runs 
around cheering. 

But when Pirates play badly Uncle 
Sipho is not happy. 

He shouts at the TV. “Come on! 
Come on!”  

Questions 

1. What sport does Uncle Sipho love?
2. Who is his favourite team?
3. What does Uncle Sipho shout 

when his team scores?

Answers

1.  Soccer
2. Orlando Pirates
3. Laduma!

Bedtime 

Bedtime

It’s 8 pm. Mom says it’s time for bed. 
She is very strict about bedtime. She 
says we need at least eight hours 
sleep a night. She says that if we do 
not get enough sleep we will not be 
able to think well at school. Before 
bedtime we have to clean our teeth 
and say goodnight. Mom hugs us 
all. She says: “To bed, to bed, sleepy 
head.” I put my head on the pillow 
and ... zzzzzzz.

Questions 

1. How many hours sleep does
Mom say they need?

2. What rhymes with ‘bed’ in the
story? (Hint: a rhyme sounds
like another word.)

3. What does zzzzzzz mean?

Answers

1. Eight 
2. Head
3. Zzzzzzz means they are asleep. 



Dream 
time

Dream time

I am shopping in the market with Mom. 
Mom is in a hurry. She’s walking very 
fast. She is holding my hand. I can’t  
keep up.

Suddenly Mom is not holding my hand 
anymore. I am scared. I look around. I 
can’t see her anywhere. 

“Mom, Mom!” I start to cry. 

Someone puts a hand on my shoulder.  
I turn around. 

It’s Mom.

“You’ve been having a bad dream, Zaza.  
Do you want to tell me about it?”

Questions 

1. Who is Zaza shopping with?
2. Why is Zaza scared? 
3. What does Zaza realise at the end 

of the story?

Answers

1. She is shopping with Mom.  
2. She can’t see mom. 

OR Mom is not holding her hand.  
3. It was a bad dream.

Getting 
ready for 

school

Getting ready for school

Mom slept too late. It’s 7.30 in the 
morning. School starts at 8.00. We 
still need to wash, eat breakfast, get 
dressed and run for the bus! 

“Hurry up!” Mom says. “Take an apple 
and bread for breakfast.” 

I must help my little sister get 
dressed. Mom helps to pack our bags. 
We run out of the door at 7.45. 

If we run very fast, we might just 
catch the bus.

Questions 

1. What time does Mom wake up? 
2. Have the children eaten

breakfast? Yes or no? 
3. Why must the children run?

Answers

1. 7.30 in the morning
2. No 
3. They must run to catch the bus.



The taxi 
ride home

The taxi ride home

Phumla and her brother Eric climb 
into the taxi. It is full. They have to 
squeeze in. The music is thumping. 
People are talking on their cellphones. 
The gaardjie is shouting, “Khawuleza! 
Khawuleza!” Eric puts his earphones 
in. He listens to music. It is hot in 
the taxi. The gaardjie slides the door 
closed. Phumla is happy they are 
going. She can’t wait to get home.

Questions 

1. What is Phumla’s brother’s name?
2. What does the gaardjie shout? 
3. Which of the following words means 

the same as “happy”?

   a) Annoyed
   b) Pleased
   c) Worried

Answers

1. Eric
2. Khawuleza! Khawuleza!
3. b) Pleased

Pamela 
stays at 

home

Pamela stays at home

Pamela did not sleep well on Tuesday 
night. She tossed and turned in bed. 

In the morning when she woke up, her 
head and tummy felt sore. Her body 
was hot, but she felt cold. 

Mom put her hand on Pamela’s face 
and said she had a fever. She gave her a 
pill and told her to stay in bed. She told 
her to drink lots of water. 

Pamela hoped the pill would make her 
headache better soon. It worked.  
Soon the headache went away and  
she fell asleep. 

Questions 

1. What day was it when Pamela woke up?
2. Why did Mom feel Pamela’s face? 
3. Pamela still has to go to school. 

True or false? 

Answers

1. Wednesday
2. To check if she has a fever.
3. False



What am I?

What am I?

I come in all shapes and sizes. My 
shape is usually round or oval. I 
come in different colours, like white, 
blue, pink, yellow or purple. I smell 
very nice. I am usually kept in the 
bathroom. When I am new, I am 
wrapped in paper. I can be bought at 
the shop. I last for a long time but I 
get smaller each time I am used. 

Questions 

1. What shape am I usually?
2. What happens each time I am used? 
3. What am I?

Answers

1. Round or oval
2. I get smaller.
3. Soap

What am I?

What am I?

I have a long handle and bristles at 
one end. I am usually made of plastic. 
Every morning and night I get paste 
on my bristles. Then I have to work 
very hard cleaning. If I am not used, 
you will have to go to the dentist!

Questions 

1. What is this thing usually made of?
2. What will happen if you don’t use 

this thing?
3. What is this thing?

Answers

1. Plastic
2. You will need to go to the dentist. 

OR You will get holes in your teeth.
3. A toothbrush



Nono’s 
dream

Nono’s dream

Nono lives in a small shack with her granny, 
little brother and older brother. Her granny 
takes care of her and her siblings. 

Granny works in Fish Hoek as a nanny for 
the Smith family. She takes care of their 
children. 

Mrs Smith gave granny her old fridge and a 
TV for Christmas. Now they can keep their 
food fresh and watch their favourite shows. 

Nono wants to buy her granny a big house 
with a swimming pool like the Smith’s one 
day. Granny says Nono must study hard so 
she can reach her dreams.

Questions 

1. How many siblings does Nono have?
(Hint: Siblings are brothers and sisters.)
2. What work does Granny do?
3. What is Nono’s dream? 

Answers

1. Two brothers
2. She is a nanny.
3. Her dream is to buy her granny a

big house with a swimming pool.

Did you know? 
Toothpaste

Did you know? Toothpaste

Did you know the Egyptians were the 
first people to use toothpaste? They 
made it as far back as 7000 years 
ago. 

They crushed broken shells to make a 
powder. They mixed the powder with 
water to clean their teeth. 

Nowadays toothpaste comes in a 
tube. It is smoother and tastes so 
much better!  

Questions 

1. Which people were the first to 
use toothpaste?

2. Name one thing that was in the
Egyptian toothpaste. 

3. Toothpaste is much better today.
True or false?

Answers

1. The Egyptians
2. Shells 
3. True



Twins

Twins

Martha and Siphosethu are twins. 
They look exactly the same. They 
often wear the same clothes. It is 
not easy to tell them apart. Even 
their friends mix them up. 

To help teachers know which twin 
is which, the school puts them in 
different classes. The girls often play 
tricks on the teacher and pretend 
to be each other. 

Only their mom always knows how 
to tell them apart.

Questions 

1. Do the twins look exactly the
same? Yes or no? 

2. The twins never wear the same
clothes. True or false?

3. What does the school do to help
teachers know which twin it is? 

Answers

1. Yes
2. False
3. They put them in different classes.

Busi Bhatha

Busi Bhatha

Busi Bhatha bought some butter.

But she said, “This butter’s bitter.”

Bitter butter is bad for batter.

So she bought some better butter.

To make her bitter batter better.

Questions 

1. What did Busi Bhatha buy? 
2. What was wrong with the butter 

she bought? 
3. What did she do to make the 

batter better?  

Answers

1. Butter
2. It was bitter.
3. She bought better butter.



Zola’s home

Zola’s home

Zola loves his home. He thinks it’s 
the nicest house in the street. It 
is made of bricks and cement. The 
walls are painted green. The roof 
is made of iron sheets. Zola knows 
that houses can be made from 
different materials. His friend Sanda 
has a home built from iron sheets, 
wood and cardboard. Some homes 
are built with stones. He likes those 
too. But the best house in the 
whole world is his gogo’s house, 
which is built of mud. 

Questions 

1. What is Zola’s house made from? 
2. Name one thing that Sanda’s house 

is made from? 
3. What is Zola’s gogo’s house   

made from? 

Answers

1. Bricks and cement
2. Iron sheets OR wood OR cardboard
3. Mud 

Nandi’s 
favourite 

dish

Nandi’s favourite dish

Nandi’s favourite dish is a tomato 
bisto. She learned to make it when 
she was seven. Her first ingredient is 
an onion. She chops it up. She heats 
the oil and adds the onion. The next 
ingredient is tomatoes. She cuts up 
four tomatoes and adds them to the 
onion. She also adds a pinch of salt 
and some sugar. Then she pours in 
half a cup of water and closes the lid. 
The sweet smell fills the whole house. 
Nandi loves to eat her bisto with a 
dish of pap. Mmm, delicious.

Questions 

1. What is Nandi’s favourite dish?
2. Name one ingredient that   

Nandi uses.
3. Does Nandi add water before or 

after the onions have been fried?

Answers

1. Tomato bisto
2. Tomatoes OR onion OR  salt OR 

sugar OR oil OR water
3. She adds water after the onions 

have been fried.



Langa’s 
problem

Langa’s problem

Langa is the eldest of four. She has 
three siblings, a brother and two 
sisters. She has lost both her parents. 
Langa is in Grade 10 in high school 
and finds it difficult to take care of 
her siblings. They all get social grants 
of R400 each every month. But with 
school and food and clothes, the 
money is not enough. Their neighbour 
Ma’Thole sometimes helps them with 
food and watches the little sister 
when Langa goes to school. 

Questions 

1. How many siblings does Langa 
have? 
(Hint: Siblings are brothers or 
sisters.)

2. What grade is Langa in?
3. How much does each child get as  

a social grant every month?

Answers

1. Three 
2. Grade 10
3. R400

The rocket

The rocket

Everyone in Lungile’s house is 
watching the TV excitedly. “5, 4, 3, 
2, 1 … Lift off!” The TV flashes red and 
orange from the flames coming from 
the back of the rocket as it goes  
into space.  

Lungile’s dad says, “The people who 
go in rockets are called astronauts. In 
1969 astronauts landed on the moon. 
They actually walked on the moon!” 

Without taking her eyes off the TV 
Lungile shouts, “That’s so cool. I want 
to be an astronaut one day!” 

Questions 

1. What are Lungile and her family 
watching on TV? 

2. What are the people who go into  
space called? 

3. Where have some astronauts 
walked? 

Answers

1. They are watching a rocket go into 
space. OR They are watching a 
rocket lift off.

2. Astronauts 
3. On the moon



Mother’s 
Day

Mother’s Day

Kim wakes up early. She tip-toes to 
the kitchen. She puts a slice of bread in 
the toaster and switches on the kettle. 
Then she makes a cup of coffee and 
spreads jam on the toast. 

After putting a pretty cloth on a tray, 
Kim places the coffee and toast on the 
tray. She puts the Mother’s Day card 
she has made on the tray. She walks to 
her mom’s room.

“Happy Mother’s Day, Mom,” she says.

“Thank you, my darling. What a lovely 
surprise!”. 

Questions 

1. What does it mean to tip-toe?
2. What does Kim put on the toast?
3. Why is Kim making her    

mom breakfast?

Answers

1. To walk on your toes OR to walk 
quietly

2. She puts jam on the toast.
3. It is Mother’s Day. OR She wants 

to surprise her mom. 

The best 
brother

The best brother

Musa and Pamela are brother and 
sister. Musa is eleven and Pamela is 
eight years old. Musa loves his sister 
very much. He looks after her and 
he helps her with her homework. He 
also reads stories to her every day. 
Her favourite story is Jack and the 
Beanstalk. She loves hearing how 
Jack tricked the giant. She hopes 
that she will also be clever enough to 
trick a giant one day. Pamela thinks 
her brother is the best brother in 
the world. 

Questions 

1. How much older is Musa than his 
sister?

2. What is Pamela’s favourite story?
3. Which of the following words would 

describe a giant: 
    a) Small 
    b) Gentle 
    c) Huge 

(Hint: A giant is very big!) 

Answers

1. He is three years older (11 - 8 = 3)
2. Jack and the Beanstalk
3. c) Huge



Walking to 
school

Walking to school

From Monday to Friday I walk to 
school. I walk with my brother, it’s 
our mom’s rule.

We pass the park and the spaza 
shop. We pass the church with the 
cross on top.

If we hear the school bell we know 
we’re late. And we run really fast to 
the big school gate.

Questions 

1. What is their mom’s rule? 
2. Name one place that they pass.
3. What does it mean if they hear  

the school bell? 

Answers

1. The two children must walk to 
school together.

2. The park OR the spaza shop OR  
the church

3. It means that they are late.

Grandad 
reads the 

newspaper

Grandad reads the newspaper

On Sundays Grandad gets the 
Sunday Times newspaper. He sits on 
his big chair. We can’t talk to him 
while he is reading. 

He likes the sports page. His favourite 
soccer team is Manchester United.  

Sometimes he reads the comics page 
to me. We laugh aloud at some of 
the cartoons. 

Then he reads the front page about 
the main events in South Africa. 
Lastly, he reads the world news.  

Questions 

1. What is the name of the newspaper 
that Grandad reads?

2. Which is Grandad’s favourite team?
3. Does the Sunday Times have world 

news? Yes or no?

Answers

1. The Sunday Times
2. Manchester United.
3. Yes



Naughty 
dog

Your dog has eaten 
your library card!

Move back 
two spaces.

Library 
card

You’ve been voted
 the best reader in 

the library!

Move forward 
three spaces.



Alphabet 
backwardsZ-Y-X

The whole team must 
say the alphabet 

backwards from Z to A.

If you do it correctly, 
you can move 

forward three spaces. 
If you make a 

mistake, move back 
one space.

Sit ups
Each team 

member must 
do  three sit ups.

Move forward 
two spaces.



Charade

Act out: 
TRAFFIC OFFICER

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 

what job I have.
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Charade

Act out: 
PREACHER

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 

what job I have.
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.



Rainy day
It’s a rainy day and 
all your school books 

have got wet!

Move back 
one space.

Top marks
You got top 

marks in your 
reading test.

Switch spaces with 
the top team on 

the board.



Tongue 
Twister 

Each team member 
must say this tongue 
twister three times:

‘How much wood 
would a woodchuck 

chuck if a woodchuck 
could chuck wood?’

Move forward 
two spaces.

Charade

Act out: 
GYM INSTRUCTOR 

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 

what job I have.
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.



Guessing 
game? You have one chance 

to guess correctly 
what animal I am. 
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Make the sound of 
this animal: 

HORSE 

Guessing 
game? Make the sound of 

this animal: 
MONKEY 

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 
what animal I am. 
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.



Guessing 
game? You have one chance 

to guess correctly 
what animal I am. 
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Make the sound of 
this animal: 

DOG

Missed 
taxi

You missed the 
taxi and are now 

late for school!

Move back 
one space.



Library 
card

You get a prize for 
reading the most 
books in a year!

Move forward 
three spaces.

Wrong way 
around

Each team member 
must spell their 

surname backwards.

Move one space 
for each correct 

spelling.



Star jump
Each team 

member must do 
five star jumps.

Move forward 
two spaces.

Guessing 
game?

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 
what animal I am. 
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Make the sound of 
this animal: 

SNAKE



Guessing 
game?

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 
what animal I am. 
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Make the sound of 
this animal: 
CHICKEN

Charade
Act out: 

TAXI DRIVER

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 

what job I have.
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.



Charade
Act out: 
JUDGE

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 

what job I have.
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Sleepy 
head

You’ve overslept and 
are late for school!

Move back 
one space.



A-B-C
You got top marks in 

your spelling test.
Switch spaces with 

the top team on 
the board.

Tongue 
Twister Each team member 

must say this tongue 
twister three times: 

‘Red lorry, 
yellow lorry’

Move forward 
two spaces.



Charade
Act out: 
ARTIST 

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 

what job I have.
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Guessing 
game?

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 
what animal I am. 
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Make the sound of 
this animal: 

BEE



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

Do the work properly.

Spell PROPERLY

P-R-O-P-E-R-L-Y

There were at least a thousand 

people at the concert.

Spell THOUSAND

T-H-O-U-S-A-N-D

The tiger is a predator.

Spell PREDATOR

P-R-E-D-A-T-O-R

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

We learn about the earth in 

geography. 

Spell GEOGRAPHY 

G-E-O-G-R-A-P-H-Y

The leaves fall off the tree in autumn.

Spell AUTUMN 

A-U-T-U-M-N

The city is an urban area. 

Spell URBAN 

U-R-B-A-N



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

You must do a project on animals. 

Spell PROJECT

P-R-O-J-E-C-T

The population is the number of 

people on earth. 

Spell POPULATION 

P-O-P-U-L-A-T-I-O-N

The flowers come out in spring. 

Spell SPRING 

S-P-R-I-N-G

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

It is very cold in winter. 

Spell WINTER 

W-I-N-T-E-R

You learn your times table in 

mathematics.

Spell MATHEMATICS 

M-A-T-H-E-M-A-T-I-C-S

The globe is another word for the earth.

Spell GLOBE 

G-L-O-B-E



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

Find out some information 

about plants. 

Spell INFORMATION 

I-N-F-O-R-M-A-T-I-O-N 

A tourist is someone who visits from 

a different place. 

Spell TOURIST 

T-O-U-R-I-S-T

A place where people live is called 

a settlement. 

Spell SETTLEMENT 

S-E-T-T-L-E-M-E-N-T

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

It is very hot and sunny in summer. 

Spell SUMMER

S-U-M-M-E-R

You learn scientific facts in natural 

science. 

Spell SCIENTIFIC 

S-C-I-E-N-T-I-F-I-C

Find out the average in this sum. 

Spell AVERAGE 

A-V-E-R-A-G-E



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

A habitat is the home of an animal 

or person. 

Spell HABITAT 

H-A-B-I-T-A-T

There is not a lot of water in 

the desert. 

Spell DESERT 

D-E-S-E-R-T

Spelling words are a challenge.

Spell CHALLENGE 

C-H-A-L-L-E-N-G-E 

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

Lots of different animals live in 

the ocean. 

Spell OCEAN 

O-C-E-A-N

Let’s watch a video about sea life. 

Spell VIDEO 

V-I-D-E-O

The opposite of positive is negative. 

Spell NEGATIVE 

N-E-G-A-T-I-V-E



Lerato and 
Phila

Lerato and Phila

Lerato and Phila are best friends. 
Lerato is Sotho and Phila is Xhosa. At 
school, both girls speak English but at 
home Lerato speaks Sesotho and Phila 
speaks isiXhosa. Sometimes when 
they argue Lerato struggles to speak 
English and she forgets her words in 
English and speaks in Sesotho. Phila 
doesn’t understand and this makes 
Lerato cross. Phila has decided to 
learn Sesotho, she can say “Dumela” 
which means hello. Maybe someday 
she will speak some more of the 
eleven official South African languages. 

Questions 

1.  What language does Phila speak at 
home?

2. What language do the girls speak 
at school?

3. How many official languages are 
there in South Africa?

Answers

1. isiXhosa
2. English
3. Eleven

  

The beach

The beach

Summer is Nola’s favourite season. 
She loves sitting outside in the shade 
under the tree drinking cooldrink 
with her friends. Sometimes when 
it’s very hot, their uncle takes them 
to the beach in his bakkie. Nola loves 
the sea. Nola’s mother tells them to 
be careful and not go swimming too 
far from the beach. When Nola was a 
baby, her brother was almost taken 
away by the waves. The beach can be 
a beautiful and fun place, but it can 
also be dangerous.  

Questions 

1. What’s Nola’s favourite season?
2. What does Nola’s uncle drive?
3. Why must they be careful at the 

beach? Select the correct one:
a) Because it is far away
b) Because it is dangerous
c) Because it is fun 

Answers

1. Summer
2. A bakkie
3. Because it is dangerous 

  



City life

City life

(Can be read twice.)

Thandi grew up in the Eastern Cape.  
She lived with her gogo and her siblings 
in King William’s Town. When she was 
eleven Thandi visited her mom in Cape 
Town. Her mom took her to the city 
centre. She worked in an office there. It 
was Thandi’s first time in a big city. She 
found the tall buildings and noisy traffic 
scary.  At the end of the day Thandi 
was tired. She couldn’t wait to get back 
home where it was quiet and peaceful. 
“The city life is not for everyone,”  
Thandi thought.

Questions 

1. Where did Thandi grow up?
2. How old was she when she visited 

her mom in Cape Town?
3. The city was peaceful and quiet.

True or false?

Answers

1. She grew up in King William’s Town.
2. Eleven years old
3. False

  

Our 
national  
symbols

Our national symbols

(Can be read twice.)

South Africa has five national symbols. 
The national flower is the King Protea. It 
grows in the Western and Southern Cape. 
It has beautiful pink and red petals. The 
Real Yellowwood is the national tree. It 
is a protected species. The Springbok is 
our national animal. It lives in herds in dry 
areas and on grass plains. The national 
fish is the Galjoen. It lives in our coastal 
waters. Our national bird is the Blue 
Crane. It is only found in South Africa. It 
eats seeds, insects and reptiles. 

Questions 

1. How many national symbols does 
our country have?

2. What are the colours of the petals 
of the King Protea?

3. What is our national fish?

Answers

1. Five
2. Pink and red
3. Galjoen

  



My beautiful 
country

My beautiful country

(Can be read twice.)

In South Africa there are nine provinces. 
The biggest province is the Northern 
Cape and the smallest one is Gauteng. 
There are eight big cities and these 
are Johannesburg, Cape Town, Durban, 
Pretoria, Ekurhuleni, East London, 
Bloemfontein and Port Elizabeth. 

There are many different towns, villages 
and townships in South Africa. The oldest 
township is Langa township. Soweto is the 
most famous township because it was the 
home of two Nobel Peace Prize winners, 
Nelson Mandela and Desmond Tutu.  

Questions 

1.  How many provinces are in South 
Africa?

2. Name three cities in South Africa.
3. What is the oldest township in  

South Africa?

Answers

1. There are nine provinces 
2. Any three of these: Johannesburg,  

Cape Town, Durban, Pretoria, 
Ekurhuleni, East London, 
Bloemfontein and Port Elizabeth. 

3. Langa township

  

Trains

Trains

Phila rides the train to school. He likes 
the train because it runs on special 
tracks. It has different carriages, like 
rooms where people can sit when the 
train is moving. It also has doors that 
slide open and shut. It is safe to stay 
inside the carriages when the train 
is moving and the doors are closed. 
Phila loves the sound the train makes 
when it gets close to the station. 
It goes Choo-Choo! This is to warn 
people to stay clear of the platform. 

Questions 

1. How does Phila get to school?
2. What do you call the rooms of 

the train where people sit?
3. Does Phila like the sound the train 

makes? Yes or no?

Answers

1. By train
2. Carriages
3. Yes

  



The Big 
Five 

The Big Five 

In the December holidays Naledi 
went to stay with her grandparents 
in Lusikisiki in the Eastern Cape. 
When Naledi arrived at their house, 
she noticed a new painting of wild 
animals. She asked her grandfather 
about it and he explained that the 
animals in the painting are known 
as the Big Five. They are the lion, 
leopard, rhino, elephant and buffalo. 
Naledi listened as her grandfather 
told her they are called the Big Five 
because they are dangerous. 

Questions 

1. When did Naledi go to stay with  
her grandparents? 

2. Where do Naledi’s grandparents 
live? 

3. What was new in her   
grandparents’ house? 

Answers

1. Over the December holidays
2. Lusikisiki, Eastern Cape 
3. A painting of wild animals OR a 

painting of the Big Five

  

The train 
journey

The train journey

Ever since she was a little girl, Thelma 
has been taking the train to school. 
She goes with her mom. The people 
are packed into the train like sardines 
in a tin. Thelma stands on her tip-
toes to make sure she doesn’t miss 
her stop. But she doesn’t really need 
to see outside – she knows there are 
exactly six stops between Steenberg 
and Wynberg. As the train slows 
down, Thelma grabs her mom’s hand 
and they get ready for the 15 minute 
walk to school.

Questions 

1. Who takes Thelma to school in the 
morning? 

2. How many stops are there 
between Steenberg and 
Wynberg? 

3. It takes Thelma and her mom 15 
minutes to walk from Wynberg 
station to school. True or false? 

Answers

1. Her mom 
2. Six
3. True 



Life cycle of 
a butterfly

Life cycle of a butterfly

(Can be read twice )

Butterfly flutters down
Landing on a green leaf. 
Her wings are brightly coloured.
She lays tiny eggs on the leaf
So small we can’t see them.

Days pass
Then tiny little caterpillars crawl out of the eggs.
Munch! Crunch! They eat the leaves all day.
They get fatter and fatter.
Then they curl up their bodies 
In a cosy pupa like a blanket. 

Days pass and then the pupas break open
Out push beautiful butterflies
And flutter off
To start the cycle all over again.

Questions 

1. What does the butterfly do on the leaf?

2. What crawls out of the eggs?

3. What hatches out of the pupa?

Answers

1. It lays eggs.

2. Caterpillars

3. Butterflies

Honey bee

Honey bee 

A little honey bee left her beehive 
early one morning to go and look for 
food. She flew around the garden 
looking for sweet smelling flowers. 
She wanted the juice in the flowers, 
called the nectar. She spotted some 
pretty purple lavender flowers and 
landed on one. She sucked up the 
nectar with her long tongue. Then she 
settled on another flower and did the 
same. Hmmm, very sweet. She could 
now fly back to her beehive and make 
delicious honey. 

Questions 

1. What was the bee looking for?
2. What colour is lavender?

a) Yellow
b) Red
c) Purple

3. What do bees make that people 
eat?

Answers

1. Food OR flowers OR juice OR nectar
2. c) Purple
3. Honey 

  



Karel the 
Chameleon 

Karel the Chameleon  

Karel was hungry. He had been sitting 
on a branch all day. Where were all 
the fat juicy flies? Suddenly Karel saw 
a shadow. He turned his round eye up 
and saw a huge big bird. It was on the 
branch above him. 

“Thank goodness I am green like the 
branch. If I keep still, he won’t see me 
and eat me,” Karel thought. Karel kept 
very still. Soon the bird flew away.

Suddenly a huge big fly settled on the 
branch. Zip! Karel’s long tongue shot out 
and caught him. Crunch, crunch!

Questions 

1. Karel was sitting in a tree. True or false?
2. What was Karel waiting for?
3. What was the shadow that   

Karel saw?

Answers

1. True 
2. For juicy flies OR for insects
3. A bird

  

The water 
cycle

The water cycle  

(Can be read twice.)

A summer storm makes raindrops pound
Into the streams and onto the ground. 

The water flows 
From mountains and hills.
And rivers and dams and lakes it fills.

The sun comes out and heats the water
It changes from liquid into water vapour.
The vapour heats and rises high 
Up to the mountains up to the sky. 

When it gets cold it turns back to water
And water droplets start to form 
Into rain clouds for a summer storm. 
The raindrops fall onto the ground.

And so, the water goes round and round
Up to the air and down to the ground.

Questions 

1. What falls into the streams and onto  
the ground? (Hint: Pounds means falls.) 

2. What does the sun do in this poem? 
a) The sun rises.
b) The sun comes out and heats   
the water.

c) The sun goes down.

3. The water changes into water vapour.  
True or false?

Answers

1. Raindrops
2. b) The sun comes out and heats   

the water.
3. True 



Stories

Stories

(Can be read twice.)

I like stories about ice creams melting in the 
sun
And swimming in the sea and having lots of fun.

I like stories about crazy things like super hero 
boys,
Who turn my room upside down and play with 
all my toys.

I like stories about speedy cars and fast planes 
and boats,
And doggy dogs and piggy pigs and cats in  
purple coats. 

But best of all, above all else, after evening tea
I love the true-life stories that granny tells  
to me.

Questions 

1. The poet likes stories that are about fun  
things. True or false?

2. What colour are the coats that the cats 
wear?  

3. Which stories does the poet like best of all?

Answers

1. True
2. Purple
3. The true-life stories that granny tells.

Did you 
know? 

The oceans

Did you know? The oceans

(Can be read twice.)

Did you know there are five oceans 
in the world? An ocean is bigger 
than a sea. The five oceans are the 
Arctic Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean, 
the Indian Ocean, the Pacific Ocean 
and the Southern Ocean. South 
Africa has two oceans, the Indian 
Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean. 

Questions 

1. How many oceans are there in  
the world?

2. A sea is bigger than an ocean.  
True or false?

3. Which two oceans does South  
Africa have? 

Answers

1. Five
2. False
3. Indian and Atlantic 



Did you 
know? 

The Earth

Did you know? The Earth

Did you know that the Earth is round 
like a soccer ball? It is covered in land 
and water but has more water than 
land. As far as we can tell, Earth is 
the only planet in the universe that 
has living things like people, animals 
and plants. It is billions of years old. 
The Earth moves around the sun and 
takes a whole year to go around. A 
year is 365 days! The Earth has air 
to help people, animals and plants to 
breathe. 

Questions 

1. What shape is the Earth?  
2. How many days are there in a year?  
3. The Earth is a planet. True or false?

Answers

1. It is round. 
2. 365 days  
3. True  

Did you 
know? 

The rainbow

Did you know? The rainbow

Did you know the rainbow has seven 
colours? The colours of the rainbow 
are red, orange, yellow, green, blue, 
indigo and violet. An easy way to 
remember the colours is to say ROY 
G BIV! It is called a rainbow because 
sometimes when it rains, the sun 
shines through the rain and makes 
a beautiful bow in the sky. Rainbows 
are circles but some people believe 
that there is a pot of gold at the 
end of each rainbow. Rainbows are 
beautiful and magical!

Questions 

1. How many colours does a   
rainbow have?

2. Name any three colours of the 
rainbow.

3. Sometimes you see a rainbow when 
it has been raining. True or false?

Answers

1. Seven
2. Any three of these colours: red, 

orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo  
and violet 

3. True 



Did you 
know? 
Soccer

Did you know? Soccer

Did you know that in soccer you are 
not allowed to pick up the ball and 
run like you do in rugby? The only 
person allowed to hold the ball is the 
goalkeeper. There are eleven players 
on each side. The team scores when 
they kick the ball into the net of the 
other team. This is called a goal. In 
some countries like England soccer 
is called football because you’re only 
allowed to use your feet. 

Questions 

1. How many players are on each side 
in a soccer game?

2. Who is the only person who may 
hold the ball?  

3. What is soccer called in England?  

Answers

1. Eleven
2. The goalkeeper
3.  Football

Did you 
know? 

The seasons

Did you know? The seasons

Did you know there are four seasons 
in a year? The seasons are summer, 
autumn, winter and spring. Each 
season lasts for about three months 
and then changes to the next. In 
summer it is very hot. In autumn the 
leaves of some trees change colour 
and fall to the ground. This season is 
even called ‘fall’ in some countries.  
Winter is very cold. In some places 
in the world it is so cold that it even 
snows in winter. In spring the flowers 
bloom. Spring is the most beautiful 
season. 

Questions 

1. How many seasons are there in a 
year? 

2. What happens to the leaves of 
some plants in autumn?

3. Name the four seasons of the year.

Answers

1. Four
2. They change colour. OR They fall to 

the ground. 
3. Summer, autumn, winter   

and spring 



Did you 
know? 

The crab

Did you know? The crab

Did you know crabs walk sideways? 
They have ten legs. The front pair of 
legs are two big claws that a crab 
uses to cut up their food. 

Crabs do not have a backbone like 
people do. They have a thick shell to 
protect them from being eaten by 
big birds. The shell supports the crab 
like bones do. 

Crabs can lay many eggs and they 
eat small fish and worms. Yuck!

Questions 

1. How many legs does a crab have? 
2. What do crabs use their claws for? 
3. The crab has a backbone.  

True or false?

Answers

1. Ten
2. To cut food up 
3. False

Did you know? 
Nelson Mandela 

Did you know?  
Nelson Mandela 

Did you know that Nelson 
Rolihlahla Mandela was born in the 
Eastern Cape? He was imprisoned 
by the Apartheid government for 
27 years. He was the first black 
president of South Africa from 
1994 to 1999. He won the Nobel 
Prize for Peace. 

Questions 

1. What is Mandela’s full name?
2. Where was he born?
3. For how long was he in prison?

Answers

1. Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela
2. In the Eastern Cape
3. For 27 years



Whales

Whales

The biggest mammal in the world is 
the blue whale. They can weigh up to 
182 kilograms. That is as much as six 
elephants! 

Questions 

1. What is the biggest mammal in  
the world?

2. Look at the picture. How many 
busses can fit into a whale?

3. Which animal is smaller, an 
elephant or a blue whale?

Answers

1. The blue whale
2. Three busses
3. The elephant

Did you 
know? 
Spiders

Did you know? Spiders

(Can be read twice.)

Did you know that there are more 
than 43 000 types of spiders in the 
world? The biggest spider in the 
world is found in South America. It 
is called the Goliath Birdeater. It 
is 30 cm long. This is as long as a 
full ruler! It has been known to eat 
small birds and mice. 

Questions 

1. Where is the biggest spider in  
the world found?

2. What is its name?
3. What does it eat?

Answers

1. In South America
2. The Goliath Birdeater
3. Small birds and mice 



Volcanoes

Volcanoes

(Can be read twice.)

Ben is learning about volcanoes at 
school. He watches a video of one. 
It is scary! He learns that a volcano 
happens when really hot gas and rock 
shoot through the Earth’s crust. This 
gas and rock are known as lava. Lava 
is extremely hot and can reach up to 
1200 degrees Celsius. “Yo!” Ben thinks, 
“If boiling water is 100 degrees Celsius, 
imagine how hot 1200 degrees Celsius 
is. I’m so glad that we don’t get 
volcanoes in South Africa!” 

Questions 

1. What is Ben learning about   
at school?

2. What is the gas and rock that 
shoots out the volcano called?

3. Do we get volcanoes in South 
Africa? Yes or no? 

Answers

1. Volcanoes
2. Lava
3. No 

The plant 
life cycle

The plant life cycle

(Can be read twice.)

All living things have a life cycle. The cycle 
shows how things grow and change over 
time. A plant’s life cycle begins with a seed. 
A plant needs water, sun and good soil to 
grow. When the seed grows it becomes a 
seedling and gets roots. The roots help the 
plant to get goodness (nutrients) from the 
ground so it can grow bigger. When the 
plant gets big and strong it makes flowers 
which has seeds. The seeds from the flower 
can be planted and so the cycle starts 
again! 

Questions 

1. What is a life cycle? 
a) A life cycle shows how living things grow 

and change over time.
b) A life cycle shows why we grow plants.
c) A life cycle shows us that gardening is 

difficult.
2. Name one thing a plant needs to grow. 
3. Plants get their nutrients from the 

ground. True or false? 

Answers

1. a) A life cycle shows how living things grow 
and change over time.

2. Water OR sun OR good soil 
3. True



The 
Moon

The Moon

(Can be read twice.)

Ever since Khanya was a little boy he 
dreamed of visiting the Moon. But there 
is no oxygen in space so people and 
plants can’t breathe there. Khanya 
looks up at the sky every night to say 
good night to the Moon. Some nights 
it is big and some nights it is small and 
some nights it is hardly there at all. His 
mother tells him that the moon is not 
really changing shape. It is the earth’s 
shadow that makes the moon look 
different  every night. 

Questions 

1. What has Khanya always dreamed of?
2. Why can’t people and plants live in 

space? Choose your answer:
a) The moon changes shape.
b) The moon is in space.
c) There is no oxygen in space.
3. What makes the moon look different 

every night?

Answers

1. Visiting the moon.
2. c) There is no oxygen in space.
3. The shadow of the earth.

The Sun

The Sun

(Can be read twice.)

The sun is a huge star.  It is in the 
middle of our solar system. The Earth 
and other planets move around, or 
orbit, the Sun. The Sun provides the 
Earth with light. The Sun is a bit like 
an onion and has different layers. The 
outer layer is called the convection 
zone and the middle zone is the 
core. The core of the Sun is 15 million 
degrees Celsius, which is even hotter 
than lava! 

Questions 

1. What does the Sun give the Earth? 
2. What is the middle zone of the  

Sun called? 
3. How hot is the Sun? 

Answers

1. The Sun gives the Earth light. OR 
The Sun gives the Earth heat. 

2. The core 
3. The Sun is 15 million degrees Celsius.  



The king 
protea

The king protea

(Can be read twice.)

The South African national flower is the 
king protea. It is called that  because it 
looks like a crown. The king protea comes 
from the protea family and there are 
about 1350 different kinds of protea. 
Proteas can survive wildfires because 
their buds are not destroyed in the fire. 
This means that when the fire is over 
the protea seeds re-seed and grow into 
new plants. Next time you take a hike up 
the mountain make sure to look out for 
proteas along the way. 

Questions 

1. What is the South African   
national flower? 

2. What does the king protea look like? 
3. Why can the king protea   

survive wildfires? 

Answers

1. King protea 
2. It looks like a crown. 
3. The buds of the king protea are not 

destroyed in wildfires. 

The solar 
system

The solar system

The solar system is a big group of stars, 
dust and clouds of gas. Our solar system 
is within the Milky Way galaxy. There 
are eight different planets in our solar 
system, which all circle around the Sun. 
From Earth it is hard to see the planets 
without a telescope because they are so 
far away. The biggest planet in our solar 
system is Jupiter. Did you know that 
Pluto used to be a planet, but is now 
called a dwarf planet because it is 
so small?

Questions 

1. How many planets are in our   
solar system? 

2. Why is it difficult to see the other 
planets? Choose the answer:
a) Because they are so far away. 
b) Because they are circling.
c) Because it is dark. 

3. Which is the biggest planet in our solar 
system? 

Answers

1. Eight 
2. a) Because they are so far away. 
3. Jupiter 



Snakes

Snakes

(Can be read twice.)

Many people are scared of snakes 
because they have scales, slither 
around and can be poisonous. Have 
you heard that snakes are meat 
eaters (carnivores)? This means they 
only eat meat. They also don’t chew 
their food like we do, they swallow 
it in one big gulp. Snakes don’t have 
eyelids, so they don’t blink. A snake 
sheds its skin a few times a year. 
Shedding is what happens when the 
snake’s skin peels off and they get 
new scales. 

Questions 

1. What is a carnivore? 
2. Do snakes chew their food?   

Yes or no. 
3. What is shedding?

Answers

1. A carnivore is an animal that only
eats meat. 

2. No
3. Shedding is when the snake’s skin 

peels off and they get new scales.

Tongue 
twister: the 
two toads

Tongue twister: the two toads

(Can be read twice.)

A tree toad loved a she-toad
That lived up in a tree.
She was a three-toed tree toad,
But a two-toed toad was he.
The two-toed toad tried to win
The she-toad’s friendly nod, 
For the two-toed toad loved the ground
On which the three-toed toad trod.
But no matter how the two-toed toad tried,
He could not please her whim.
In her tree-toad bower,
With her three-toed power,
The she-toad vetoed him. 

Questions 

1. What is a toad? 
2. How many toads are there in this 

tongue twister?
3. How many toes did the three-toed 

toad have?

Answers

1. It is like a frog.
2. There are two toads (one two-toed 

and one three-toed).
3. Three



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

Please do it exactly as I say.

Spell EXACTLY

E-X-A-C-T-L-Y

She stood in the middle  

of the playground.

Spell MIDDLE

M-I-D-D-L-E

The lion eats meat and is 

therefore a carnivore.

Spell CARNIVORE

C-A-R-N-I-V-O-R-E

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

The substance is made  

of many molecules.

Spell MOLECULES

M-O-L-E-C-U-L-E-S

She was tired after  

climbing the mountain.

Spell MOUNTAIN

M-O-U-N-T-A-I-N

We were told to  

complete the diagram.

Spell DIAGRAM

D-I-A-G-R-A-M



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

There has been massive climate 

change in the past few years.

Spell CLIMATE

C-L-I-M-A-T-E

The community is concerned about 

substance abuse by young people. 

Spell SUBSTANCE

S-U-B-S-T-A-N-C-E

I checked to see what the weather 

would be this weekend.

Spell WEATHER

W-E-A-T-H-E-R

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

They think they have found the 

solution to the problem.

Spell SOLUTION

S-O-L-U-T-I-O-N 

There are many factors to 

think about.

Spell FACTORS

F-A-C-T-O-R-S

Ensure that your work is correct.

Spell CORRECT

C-O-R-R-E-C-T



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

Europe is in the northern hemisphere.

Spell NORTHERN

N-O-R-T-H-E-R-N

There is so much moisture  

in the air today.

Spell MOISTURE

M-O-I-S-T-U-R-E   

I can’t attend although I would like to.

Spell ALTHOUGH

A-L-T-H-O-U-G-H

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

The temperature is high today.

Spell TEMPERATURE

T-E-M-P-E-R-A-T-U-R-E

Hot is the opposite of cold.

Spell OPPOSITE

O-P-P-O-S-I-T-E

We learnt how to add  

fractions today.

Spell FRACTIONS

F-R-A-C-T-I-O-N-S



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

The world is divided into two 

hemispheres. 

Spell HEMISPHERE

H-E-M-I-S-P-H-E-R-E

The sunset was beautiful.

Spell BEAUTIFUL

B-E-A-U-T-I-F-U-L

Put the books over there.

Spell THERE

T-H-E-R-E

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

They were worried about their son.

Spell THEIR

T-H-E-I-R

I don’t know whether I  

can go or not.

Spell WHETHER

W-H-E-T-H-E-R

Asia is the largest continent.

Spell CONTINENT

C-O-N-T-I-N-E-N-T



Giving 
directions

school
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Giving directions

The Grade 5 class is learning about 
giving directions. Lundi thinks about 
getting from school to his home.  

As he leaves school he turns right at 
the school gate and walks up Ntaka 
Street. He turns right into Moya 
Street, passing Peli’s Spaza on his 
left. He keeps walking. After the park 
he turns right into his street, Somila 
Street. 

His house is number 42. It has a big 
steel gate and a big tree outside.

Questions 

1. What number is Lundi’s house?
2. Which shop does Lundi pass in  

Moya Street?
3. Which street does Lundi live in? 

Answers

1. Number 42
2. Peli’s Spaza
3. In Somila Street

My school 
uniform

My school uniform

Thandi’s school is in Khayelitsha. Her 
school uniform is blue, white and 
grey. The boys wear grey pants, blue 
shirts and blue ties. Their jerseys 
and blazers are also blue, with the 
school’s badge on the left-hand side. 

The school’s badge has a tree. Under 
the tree are the words “Learn and 
Grow”. 

Her principal says they should try 
and learn something new every day. 
Thandi loves her school uniform and 
wears it with pride.

Questions 

1. Where is Thandi’s school?
2. What picture is on the school 

badge?
3. What does the principal tell them  

to do every day? 

Answers

1. Khayelitsha
2. A picture of a tree.
3. The principal tells them to learn 

something new every day.



Save water

Save water

It hasn’t rained enough this year. 
Nandi’s teacher talks about how little 
water is in the dams. She tells the 
class that all living things need water. 
Without water we will die. That’s why 
we must save water. The school has a 
green 1000 litre water tank to store 
rainwater. The water runs through 
pipes from the roof into the tank. It 
is used for watering the vegetables.  
At break, children drink water from 
the tap in the bathroom. If Nandi 
sees a tap left open, she closes it. She 
doesn’t want to waste water. 

Questions 

1. How much rainwater can the tank  
at Nandi’s school store?

2. What is the rainwater used for?
3. Why does Nandi close the  

bathroom tap?

Answers

1. 1000 litres
2. It is used to water the vegetables
3. To save water

Careers Day

Careers Day

It is Careers Day. Visitors have come 
to talk to the children about the 
work they do. One man is a dentist. 
His job is to fix people’s teeth. Then 
they meet a police officer. Her job is 
to make sure people obey the laws 
of South Africa. She carries a gun and 
handcuffs. She tells the class to stay 
in school and to say NO to drugs. But 
Phila already knows that she wants 
to be a teacher when she grows up. 
Just like her favourite teacher,  
Mrs Mali.

Questions 

1. What do the visitors talk to the 
children about?

2. What do you call someone who  
fixes teeth?

3. What does Phila want to become?

Answers

1. They talk about the jobs they do.
2. A dentist
3. A teacher



Did you know? 
Washing hands

Did you know? Washing hands

Did you know that washing hands 
can help stop the spread of 
sickness? Many germs are spread 
by people touching dirty things and 
then touching food afterwards. So 
always wash your hands after using 
the toilet and before eating food. 

Questions 

1. What can stop the spread   
of sickness?

2. How are germs spread?
3. When should you wash your hands?

Answers

1. Washing your hands 
2. Germs are spread by touching dirty 

things and then touching food.
3. Wash your hands after using the 

toilet and before eating.

Did you know? 
Bones in the 
human body 

Did you know? Bones in the 
human body 

Did you know that there are 206 
bones in the human body? Over half 
of these bones are in the hands and 
feet. The hands have 54 bones and 
the feet have 52 bones. Our legs have 
6 bones. The largest bone is in your 
upper leg. It is called the femur. The 
smallest bone in our body is found in 
the ear.

Questions 

1. How many bones does the human 
body have?

2. Which part of the body has the 
most bones? 

3. Where is the smallest bone found? 

Answers

1. 206
2. The hands 
3. The ear



Uqgaphu – 
The skipping 

rope

Uqgaphu – The skipping rope

Thandi goes to the community centre 
after school to meet friends and play. 
Her favourite game is uqgaphu, the 
skipping rope. There are different 
skipping games. She likes ‘Intsentse’ 
where you must skip in many 
different ways. Her friends chant and 
count “Intsentse lokuqala, intsentse 
lesibini, intsentse lesithathu…”. Thandi 
loves having a turn to jump. She 
doesn’t like it when she has to go out. 

Questions 

1. When does Thandi go to the 
community centre?

2. What game does Thandi love 
to play?

3. What do the friends chant while 
they are playing the game?

Answers

1. After school
2. Uqgaphu OR skipping rope OR 

intsentse
3. “Intsentse lokuqala …”

Puca

Puca

Thabo loves to play Puca. He likes to 
draw the circle with chalk. He enjoys 
throwing and catching his stone. He 
is able to stay in the game for a long 
time and collect many stones. He’s 
often the winner because he is so 
good at doing many things at once. 
But the boys tease Thabo. They say 
Puca is a girl’s game. They call him 
names. He doesn’t care because he 
loves the game.

Questions 

1. What is Thabo’s favourite game?
2. What does he use to draw the circle?
3. Why do other boys laugh at Thabo?

Answers

1. Puca
2. Chalk
3. They say Puca is a girl’s game.



Three Tins

Three Tins

Babalwa and her friend, Chantal, love 
to play Three Tins on the weekends. 
Babalwa has good aim. On Saturday 
she got three people out by hitting 
them with the ball. Chantal dodged 
the ball many times and she kicked 
the three tin cans. Their team 
won the game and had lots of fun. 
Babalwa and Chantal couldn’t wait to 
get home to tell everyone how well 
they played.

Questions 

1. What is the name of the game?
2. How did Babalwa get people out?
3. Babalwa and Chantal were on 

different teams. True or false?

Answers

1. Three Tins
2. She got people out by hitting 

them with the ball.
3. False

School 
assembly

School assembly

It is Monday. Kholeka doesn’t want to 
be late. Mondays and Thursdays are 
assembly days. 

The headmistress, Ms Dyonase, greets 
all the learners. They sing the school 
song. Then Ms Dyonase reminds them 
that they must all be kind to each 
other. They must not hurt each other 
by what they say or do. She also tells 
them to report bullies. 

A bully is someone who hurts you. They 
make you feel bad. No one has a right 
to make you feel bad. 

Questions 

1. Which days are assembly days?
2. What is a bully?
3. How do bullies make a person feel?

Answers

1. Mondays and Thursdays
2. A bully is someone who hurts you.
3. Bad OR hurt OR awful OR horrible



Civvies Day 
at school

Civvies Day at school

Before going to bed, Buhle puts out 
her jeans and pink top. It is Civvies 
Day tomorrow. She is very excited 
because Mom has bought her a new 
pink top. 

She wakes up early the next day. 
First, she washes, then she puts on 
her jeans and pretty pink top. She 
looks lovely. She puts on her blue 
takkies. She is ready for school. 

Mom gives her R5 to pay the school. 
The school uses this money to fund 
the new library they are building. 

Questions 

1. What is Buhle planning to wear for 
Civvies Day?

2. What does Buhle put on her feet?
3. For what is the school raising 

money from Civvies Day?

Answers

1. Jeans and a pink top
2. Blue takkies 
3. They are raising funds for the new 

library they are building.

Talent 
contest at 

school

Talent contest at school

It has been a long week. Likho and 
Siyolise have been practising their 
dancing. It is Friday afternoon 
and their school is having a talent 
contest. They have both chosen to do 
dancing. Likho loves hip hop dancing. 
Siyolise loves traditional dancing. 

Both have changed into their dance 
clothes. The contest is about to 
start. Friends and parents are in the 
audience. 

The music starts. Everyone becomes 
quiet. Then they start to clap as 
Likho walks on stage.

Questions 

1. What have Likho and Siyolise   
been practising?

2. What day is the Talent Contest?
3. What type of dancing does   

Siyolise do?

Answers

1. They have been practising dancing 
for the talent contest.

2. Friday
3. Traditional dancing



First day 
of school

First day of school

Liesel is nervous. It is the first day 
at a new school. Her uncle goes with 
her to her classroom. Mrs Kwatsha 
is waiting at the door. She has a big 
smile on her face. 

“Welcome to Grade 4A, Liesel,” she 
says. “We are all very happy that you 
have joined our school. Come inside.” 

Liesel says goodbye to her uncle and 
enters the class. 

Sitting at her desk is a kind girl  
who says, “I am Elam. And I will be 
your friend.”

Questions 

1. Why is Liesel nervous?
2. Who goes with Liesel to her new 

school?
3. How do you think Liesel feels at the 

end of the story?

Answers

1. It is her first day at a new school.
2. Her uncle
3. Happy OR not as nervous  

(because she has made a friend)

Naughty 
Lebo

Naughty Lebo

Lebo loves playing tricks on people. On 
Tuesday he brought a rubber spider to class. 
It looked like a real black, hairy spider. 

He put it on Justin’s chair. Justin is a bully 
who hurts the younger children. When he 
came into class, everyone watched carefully. 

Justin put down his bag and was about to sit 
on his chair when … AHHHHHH!! 

He screamed and jumped away from his chair. 
He looked scared. Everyone laughed,  
except Justin. 

“It’s not funny!” he said. 

Since then he hasn’t bullied any   
other children. 

Questions 

1. Did Lebo bring a real spider to school? Yes 
or no? 

2. Why did Lebo choose Justin’s chair to put 
the spider on?

3. What did Justin do when he was about to 

sit down?

Answers

1. No
2. Justin is a bully. OR Justin hurts the 

younger children.

3. Justin screamed and jumped away.



Science 
experiment: 

Magnets

Science experiment: Magnets

Today the science lesson is about 
magnets. The teacher asks if anyone 
has magnets sticking to the fridge 
door at home. Tanya says she does. The 
teacher has placed bottle tops, paper 
clips, plastic bags, and a glass bottle 
on the desks. She tells them to take a 
magnet and see which of these objects 
are attracted by it. Tanya’s group 
notices that the bottle tops and paper 
clips are attracted by the magnet. 
They stick to it. But it does not attract 
the plastic and glass. “I wonder why 
this happens?” thinks Tanya.

Questions 

1. What is the Science lesson about?
2. What has Tanya seen magnets  

sticking to at home? 
3. Which objects are attracted by the 

magnet? 

Answers

1. Magnets
2. The fridge
3. The bottle tops and paper clips 

Tongue 
twisters

Tongue twisters

Mrs Vosloo is Theo’s English teacher. She 
says that today they are doing tongue 
twisters. These are sentences and riddles 
that are tricky to say. The letter sounds 
are repeated quickly to trip you up!

Mrs Vosloo says she will say each tongue 
twister first. Then the class must say it 
after her.

A big blue bucket of blueberries.
A cup of coffee in a copper coffee pot
Tuesday is stew day, stew day is Tuesday.
Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled pepper.
A peck of pickled pepper Peter Piper picked.

Questions 

1. What subject does Mrs Vosloo teach?
2. Which letter sound is repeated in the 

first tongue-twister?
3. Which letter sound is repeated in the 

last tongue-twister?

Answers

1. English
2. The B-sound
3. The P-sound 



Friends

Friends

In my street I like to play  
With my best friends every day.

We play soccer and skipping too. 
This is what we like to do.

We like to go to the spaza shop 
And buy chocolates with nuts  
on top.

When we are done we say goodbye
When having fun the time does fly!

Questions 

1. What does “time does fly” mean? 
a) Time goes fast.
b) Time goes slowly.
c) Time is not important. 

2. Name one game they play. 
3. What do they buy at the shop?

Answers

1. a) Time goes fast.
2. Soccer OR skipping
3. Chocolate with nuts on top.

Say “NO” 
to littering 

Say “NO” to littering 

Lethabo looks up at the sky as she is 
walking home from school and notices 
lots of big, grey clouds. She knows 
there is a storm coming.

A big problem in Lethabo’s life is that 
when the rain comes her house starts 
to flood. The house floods because the 
drains are blocked with litter like chip 
packets, bottles and other rubbish.

Lethabo feels sad. She wishes that 
people would just pick up their litter so 
the drains wouldn’t get blocked.

Questions 

1. How does Lethabo know there is a   
storm coming?

2. Why does Lethabo’s house flood when  
it rains?

    a) Lethabo has problems. 
    b) The water cannot drain away when 

it rains.
    c) Lethabo does not like litter. 
3. What does Lethabo wish people would do?

Answers

1. There are big, grey clouds in the sky.
2. b) The water cannot drain away when  

it rains. 
3. She wishes that people would pick up  

their litter.   



The School 
Market Day

The School Market Day

At school Niso noticed a brightly coloured 
poster. The poster had a picture of arts 
and crafts on it. It said, “Come and have 
fun at Market Day! Students will be selling 
their arts and crafts.” 

Niso was so excited – she had never been 
to a school market before. She could barely 
sleep for the next two nights. 

At the market, Niso ate chips and bought 
a small doll that someone had made. Niso 
had an awesome time and can’t wait to go 
to a market again! 

Questions 

1. Where did Niso see the poster? 
2. What picture was on the poster?
3. What did Niso do at the market? 

Answers

1. Niso saw the poster at her school.
2. A picture of arts and crafts.
3. Niso ate chips and bought a small doll. 

At the 
clinic 

At the clinic 

Bongani was nervous about going to the 
clinic. He didn’t understand why his mom 
said he had to go. “Clinics are only for sick 
people,” he thought. Bongani knew he 
wasn’t sick.

The doctor checked Bongani’s 
temperature, weight and eyes. Dr 
Babalwa said, “You’re very healthy. Don’t 
forget to eat your veggies! I will see you 
again for a check-up next year.” 

Now Bongani knows that it is important 
to go for a check-up once a year to make 
sure you’re healthy. 

Questions 

1. What kind of people did Bongani think 
the clinic was only for? 
Choose the answer:
a) Healthy people
b) Old people
c) Sick people

2. What did Dr Babalwa check? 
3. Why is it important to go to the clinic 
for a check-up once a year? 

Answers

1. c) Sick people
2. Temperature, weight and eyes
3. It is important to make sure that you

are healthy.



The Lightning 
Strikers

The Lightning Strikers

Tasmin was so excited. She was waiting 
for the netball match to begin. She 
was playing for her community team 
– The Lightning Strikers. Just like that, 
the ref blew his whistle and the game 
began. Everyone from her community 
cheered as she caught the ball, dodging 
the other players. Tasmin quickly threw 
the ball to her teammate, who aimed 
for the net. It felt like time stood still 
as they watched the ball fly straight 
into the hoop. The crowd went wild. 
“What a goal!” they shouted. 

Questions 

1. What was Tasmin excited about? 
2. What was the netball team called? 
3. Who scored the goal? 

Answers

1. Tasmin was excited about the 
netball match. 

2. The Lightning Strikers 
3. Tasmin’s teammate scored   

the goal. 

The community 
garden

The community garden

Every day on his way home Akhona 
stops at his local community garden. 
The people in his community take care 
of the garden and he is so proud of it. 
Tomatoes, potatoes, spinach, mielies 
and many more vegetables grow in 
the garden. Akhona loves to check 
on the tomatoes and see if they are 
ready to pick. Today they look juicy 
and red, so he knows they are ripe.

Questions 

1. Where does Akhona go on his  
way home?  

2. Who takes care of the garden? 
3. How does Akhona know when 

the tomatoes are ripe? 

Answers

1. Akhona stops at his local 
community garden. 

2. The people in his community. 
3. The tomatoes are ripe when 

they look juicy and red. 



Break 
time

Break time

Thembi was sitting on her own at break. 
She felt sad that she didn’t have any friends 
to chat to. Thembi thought about what her 
mom had said, “Sometimes you have to be 
brave and go and talk to other people first.”

Thembi wasn’t feeling very brave, but  
she took a deep breath and walked over  
to Ayanda. 

“Hi Ayanda,” she said. 

Ayanda knew who she was and the two  
of them started chatting. Thembi is excited 
that she now has a friend to chat to   
during break.  

 

Questions 

1. Why was Thembi sad?
   a) Because she was feeling sick.
   b) Because she had no friends.
   c) Because she had no lunch.

2. What did Thembi’s mom say to her? 
3. Who did Thembi start to talk to? 

Answers

1. b) Because she had no friends.
2. Thembi’s mom said that she must 

be brave and talk to people. 
3. Ayanda

The exciting 
project

The exciting project

Mrs Zuze announced that the class 
would be starting something exciting. 
But first, they needed to get into pairs. 
Thandi grabbed her best friend Naledi. 

Mrs Zuze said, “We will be hosting a 
talent show!” The class was so excited 
and couldn’t wait to start planning. 

Thandi looked at Naledi and they 
immediately knew exactly what they  
were going to do. When they became 
friends many years ago they started 
singing together and called themselves  
The Sparkling Sisters. Now was their 
time to shine! 

 

Questions 

1. What was the exciting project? 
2. What are Thandi and Naledi going  

to do? 
3. What do Thandi and Naledi call 

themselves? 

Answers

1. The talent show 
2. They are going to sing. OR They are 

going to shine. 
3. The Sparkling Sisters 



What am I?

What am I?

You can find me in your community. I 
am a magical place that can give you 
hours of entertainment. I am home to 
objects that you read. These objects 
are stored on shelves. You can learn 
lots of different things here. If you 
come to me you can be transported 
to a world of adventure, travel or even 
go back to the past. 

 

Questions 

1. What do you think are the objects 
you will read here? 

2. Where are these objects stored? 
3. What am I? 

Answers

1. Books 
2. On shelves
3. The library   

What am I?

What am I?

I am the first thing you learned to 
write with. You use me in class and as 
you use me I become shorter. I can 
come in many different colours, but 
I’m usually grey. I help you to put the 
words in your mind onto paper. You can 
even draw with me! 

 

Questions 

1. What am I? 
2. Why do I become shorter? 

a) It gets shorter when you sharpen it.
b) It stops growing.
c) It gets longer. 

3. Can you say the word for “pencil” in a 
different language?

Answers

1. A pencil 
2. a) It gets shorter when you sharpen it.
3. Examples: 

Afrikaans: potlood
Xhosa: ipensile
Zulu: ipensela

  



Phumelele’s 
tuckshop list

Phumelele’s tuckshop list

Phumelele was walking to school. It 
was already very hot, but all she could 
think about was the R20 in her pocket. 
Today was special because it was her 
birthday. Her mom had given her the 
money and Phumelele felt like she had 
won the lottery! She thought about 
all of the things she wanted to buy at 
the tuckshop. She could hardly wait! 
What a good day it was going to be! 

Phumelele’s list:

2 packets of chips
1 chocalate
1 ice lolly
3 suckers

Questions 

1. Why was today special? 
2. What did Phumelele’s mom give her? 
3. Name two things that Phumelele 

wanted to buy at the tuckshop. 

Answers

1. It was special because it was 
Phumelele’s birthday. 

2. Her mom gave her R20. 
3. Any two of these: chips OR 

chocolate OR ice lolly OR suckers
  

Ketso’s 
jokes

Ketso’s jokes

Ketso is full of fun. He loves making 
people laugh. He is a good joke 
teller. Yesterday he told these jokes:

Why do bees have sticky hair?  
Answer: Because they use 
honeycombs!

Why is 6 afraid of 7?  
Answer: Because 7, 8, 9. 

What gives you the power to walk 
through a wall?  
Answer: A door! 

Questions 

1. What does Ketso like doing?
2. Complete the sentence: A joke is a 

story that makes you … 
3. What is someone who tells   

jokes called? 

Answers

1.  Ketso likes making people laugh. OR 
Ketso likes telling jokes. 

2. Laugh OR smile 
3. A joke teller OR a comedian.

  



Thoko’s 
earrings

Thoko’s earrings

Yesterday the learners had to bring 
something special that they could 
tell the class more about. This was 
called Show and Tell. Thoko brought 
her favourite earrings. They were 
made of red and yellow beads. She 
had made them herself.  She learned 
beading from her granny. The girls in 
the class went up to her after the 
lesson and asked her if she could 
make some earrings for them. 

Questions 

1. What is Show and Tell?
2. What did Thoko bring?
3. How had Thoko learned how to do 

beading?

Answers

1. Show and Tell is when learners 
bring something special that they
can tell the class more about.

2. Thoko brought her favourite
earrings.

3. Thoko learned to do beading from
her granny. 

Different 
family units

Different family units 

(Can be read twice.)

In class Sindi learned a new word, 
“diversity”. It means that we all have 
different ways of living and we believe 
different things. For example, there are 
different types of families.  In Sindi’s 
family she has a mother, granny and 
her brother. In Thoko’s family she has a 
mom and dad and four siblings. Lwando 
doesn’t have a mom and dad. His family 
is his granny and three cousins. And in 
Phelo’s family there are two moms and 
Phelo’s brother. Sindi thinks it is so cool 
that we can all be so different. 

Questions 

1.  What does “diversity” mean?   
Choose your answer:
a) We all have different ways of living and  
we believe different things. 
b) We do not need to look after other people. 
c) We need to be friendly. 

2. How many people are there in Sindi’s family?
3. What does Sindi think about people being  

so different? 

Answers

1. a) We all have different ways of living and we 
believe different things. 

2. Four (mom, granny, brother and Sindi).
3. She thinks it’s cool OR She likes it. 



Rainy day
It’s a rainy day and 
all your school books 

have got wet!

Move back 
one space.

Top marks

You got top marks in 
your reading test.

Switch spaces with 
the top team on 

the board.



Head and 
tummy

Stand up and do 
the following for one 

minute. 
With your right hand 
tap your head, with 
your left hand rub 

your tummy!

If you’ve all 
succeeded move 

forward three 
spaces, if not, 
move back one 

space.

Star jump
Each team 

member must do 
five star jumps.

Move forward 
two spaces.



Guessing 
game? Make the sound 

of this animal:
DUCK

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 
what animal I am. 
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Guessing 
game? Make the sound 

of this animal:
LION

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 
what animal I am. 
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.



Charade

Act out: 
SINGER

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 

what job I have.
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Charade
Act out: 

TEACHER

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 

what job I have.
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.



Missed 
taxi

You missed the taxi 
and are now late 

for school!

Move back 
one space.

Library 
card

You get a prize for 
reading the most 
books in a year!

Move forward 
three spaces.



Tongue 
Twister 

Each team member 
must say this 

tongue twister 
three times: 

‘She sells seashells 
by the seashore’

Move forward 
two spaces.

Charade

Act out: 
POLICE OFFICER 

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 

what job I have.
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.



Guessing 
game? Make the sound 

of this animal: 
CAT 

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 
what animal I am. 
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Sleepy 
head You’ve overslept 

and are late for 
school!

Move back 
one space.



A-B-C
You got top 

marks in your 
spelling test.

Switch spaces 
with the top team 

on the board.

Wrong way 
around Each team 

member must 
spell their first 

name backwards.

Move one space 
for each correct 

spelling.



Touch your 
toes Each team 

member must 
touch their toes 

three times.

Move forward 
two spaces.

Guessing 
game? Make the sound 

of this animal:
COW

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 
what animal I am. 
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.



Guessing 
game? Make the sound 

of this animal:
SHEEP

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 
what animal I am. 
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Charade
Act out: 
DANCER

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 

what job I have.
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.



Charade
Act out: 

DOCTOR

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 

what job I have.
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Naughty 
dog

Your dog has eaten 
your library card!

Move back 
two spaces.



Charade
Act out: 
WRITER 

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 

what job I have.
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.

Guessing 
game? Make the sound 

of this animal:
FROG 

You have one chance 
to guess correctly 
what animal I am. 
Guess right, move 
forward one space, 
guess wrong and 

move back one space.



Library 
card You’ve been voted 

the best reader in 
the library!

Move forward 
three spaces.

Tongue 
Twister Each team member 

must say this tongue 
twister three times: 
‘A big black bear sat 
on a big black rug’

Move forward 
two spaces.



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

Cape Town is a city. 

Spell CITY 

C-I-T-Y 

The opposite of positive is negative. 

Spell POSITIVE 

P-O-S-I-T-I-V-E

A whale is a marine animal. 

Spell MARINE 

M-A-R-I-N-E

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

You must highlight this section 

for exams. 

Spell HIGHLIGHT 

H-I-G-H-L-I-G-H-T 

I am proud of my African heritage. 

Spell HERITAGE 

H-E-R-I-T-A-G-E 

Computers, cellphones and tablets 

are examples of technology. 

Spell TECHNOLOGY 

T-E-C-H-N-O-L-O-G-Y



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

I can see your reflection in 

the mirror. 

Spell REFLECTION  

R-E-F-L-E-C-T-I-O-N

Farms are rural settlements. 

Spell RURAL 

R-U-R-A-L 

Your height shows how tall you are. 

Spell HEIGHT 

H-E-I-G-H-T 

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

The learner’s knowledge of 

geography was good.

Spell KNOWLEDGE 

K-N-O-W-L-E-D-G-E 

He was worried about his 

appearance.

Spell APPEARANCE

A-P-P-E-A-R-A-N-C-E

I will be there in a minute.

Spell MINUTE 

M-I-N-U-T-E 



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

A crocodile is an example of a reptile.

Spell EXAMPLE 

E-X-A-M-P-L-E

A zebra eats grass in its diet. 

Spell DIET 

D-I-E-T

We learn about the past in history. 

Spell HISTORY 

H-I-S-T-O-R-Y 

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

The blue crane is South Africa’s 

national bird.

Spell NATIONAL 

N-A-T-I-O-N-A-L

The weight of a feather is very light. 

Spell WEIGHT 

W-E-I-G-H-T

An octopus is a type of sea creature. 

Spell CREATURE 

C-R-E-A-T-U-R-E



Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

You take medication when you are sick.

Spell MEDICATION

M-E-D-I-C-A-T-I-O-N

Write this down in your diary.

Spell DIARY

D-I-A-R-Y 

Plants make food for themselves using 

photosynthesis. 

Spell PHOTOSYNTHESIS 

P-H-O-T-O-S-Y-N-T-H-E-S-I-S

Spelling 
bee

This is a special Spelling Bee card.

Your group needs to spell the 
word correctly to move. 

Each word correctly spelt is equal 
to one space on the board.

We have to do a presentation in class. 

Spell PRESENTATION 

P-R-E-S-E-N-T-A-T-I-O-N 

Milk and cheese are types of dairy.

Spell DAIRY 

D-A-I-R-Y 

Guns are very dangerous. 

Spell DANGEROUS 

D-A-N-G-E-R-O-U-S 



Goat, Dog 
and Cow

Goat, Dog and Cow

(Can be read twice.)

Goat, Dog and Cow took a taxi to town. 
When they arrived, the driver asked for 
payment. Cow paid the right amount. 
Dog paid extra as he didn’t have change. 
Goat didn’t pay and ran away. The driver 
got angry and drove away without 
giving Dog his change.  That is why even 
today, Dog runs at taxis. He wants his 
change. Goat runs away from taxis. He 
is afraid of being caught for not paying. 
But Cow is not bothered. She takes her 
time crossing the road knowing that she 
has paid in full. 

Questions 

1. Where were Goat, Dog and Cow going? 
2. How much did Cow pay?
3. Who paid too much?

Answers

1. To town
2. Cow paid the right amount.
3. Dog paid extra. OR Dog paid too much.

How Toad 
got its skin

How Toad got its skin

(Can be read twice.)

Toad was tired of living in water. “Be 
careful,” said Turtle when Toad hopped 
out.  “Your skin will dry up. And watch 
out for Hyena. He is very dangerous.” 
Toad did not listen. Soon he came across 
Hyena, who had set a fire alight. The fire 
spread quickly and surrounded Toad. It 
burned her skin. She quickly jumped back 
into the water. But it was too late. Her 
skin was already full of blisters. Then she 
went and hid under a rock. You will still 
find her there today. 

Questions 

1. Where did Toad live?
2. Who told Toad to be careful?
3. Did Toad listen? Yes or no.

Answers

1. In water
2. Turtle
3. No



Chicken and 
Caterpillar

Chicken and Caterpillar

(Can be read twice.)

Chicken and Caterpillar were friends. But 
they were always competing. They went to 
play football. They played penalty shoot-
out. Caterpillar was goalkeeper. Chicken 
scored only one goal. Then Chicken was 
goalkeeper. Caterpillar kicked and scored. 
Again and again. He scored five goals. 
Chicken became angry and ate Caterpillar. 
She started to walk home but her tummy 
felt strange. Caterpillar was tickling her 
tummy so much that she started to cough 
and cough and cough. Up came Caterpillar. 
He was still alive. “From this day on, we will 
be enemies,” he said. 

Questions 

1. What sport did Chicken and  Caterpillar play?
2. How many goals did Chicken score?
3. How many goals did Caterpillar core?

Answers

1. Football (or soccer)
2. One goal
3. Five goals

Children 
of wax

Children of wax

(Can be read twice.)

Once upon a time there lived a happy family 
who never fought.

The children helped their parents at home 
and in the fields. But they had to do all their 
work at night because they were made of 
wax!

One of the boys longed to go out in the 
sunlight and one day he walked out into   
the field. 

He melted in the hot sun. The wax children 
cried to see their brother melting away.

But they shaped the lump of melted wax 
into a bird. They took their bird brother up 
to the top of a mountain. As the sun rose, 
he flew away singing in the morning light. 

Questions 

1. The wax children had to work during the 
day. True or false?

2. What melted the boy?
3. What did the children make with the 

lump of melted wax?

Answers

1. False 
2. The heat from the sun. OR the sun.
3. They made a bird. 



Animals 
run away

Animals run away

(Can be read twice.)

A rooster was going to be killed because 
he was old, so he ran away to the city. 
On the way he met an old cat that had 
run away from a cruel owner. The cat 
and rooster met a donkey and a horse 
who were too old to ride any more. The 
animals came to a house. They saw 
thieves inside and sang loudly to scare 
them away. They ate the food they found 
in the house. The thieves returned later 
and the animals attacked them. The 
thieves ran away for ever. The animals 
lived together happily in the house. 

Questions 

1. Why did the rooster run away?
2. Name one other animal that the  

rooster met.
3. How did the story end?

Answers

1. He was about to be killed.
2. A cat OR a donkey OR a horse
3. All the animals lived happily in the house.

Eagle’s 
needle

Eagle’s needle

(Can be read twice.)

Eagle and Hen were friends. Hen asked 
Eagle if she could borrow her needle to 
fix Rooster’s py jamas. Eagle said, “Don’t 
lose the needle! My granny gave it to 
me. It’s special.” 

Hen lost the needle. Eagle was very 
angry and said if Hen didn’t find the 
needle by the next day she would grab 
one of Hen’s chicks. 

Up until this day Hen and her chicks are 
still scratching around in the dust trying 
to find Eagle’s needle. And when Hen 
sees Eagle flying overhead, she hides her 
chicks under her wings. 

Questions 

1. Why did Hen want to borrow a needle?
2. Why was the needle special to Eagle?
3. Why does Hen hide her chicks under her

wing when she sees Eagle? 
Choose the answer.
a) She scratches in the dust.
b) She is scared he will grab her chicks.
c) She is a friend of Eagle.

Answers

1. She wanted to fix Rooster’s py jamas.
2. His granny had given it to him.
3. b) She is scared that he will grab  

her chicks. 



Donkey 
and Ox

Donkey and Ox

(Can be read twice.)

A farmer had an old ox and an old donkey 
who were friends. In the evening they were 
both very tired after working hard all day. 

Donkey said to Ox, “When the farmer 
comes, say ‘MOO!’ He will let you rest.” 

The next morning Ox cried, “MOO!” 

The farmer let him rest and took Donkey to 
plough the land. Donkey had to work twice 
as hard. That night he told Ox, “The farmer 
said he will kill you for meat because you 
didn’t work today!” 

Ox said, “I will work tomorrow. I feel better 
now!”

Questions 

1. What did Ox have to say if he wanted to 
rest?

2. Which animal worked twice as hard?
3. Why did Ox say he would work the next 

day?

Answers

1. MOO!
2. Donkey 
3. He was scared that he would be killed. 

Lion’s fire 
sticks

Lion’s fire sticks

(Can be read twice.)

Long ago only Lion had fire but the other animals  
wanted it. 

“How can we get fire from Lion?” they asked. 

That evening they sang and danced. Lion came and 
made a fire. Everyone brought a stick hoping to 
catch the fire. Suddenly Rabbit ran and took Lion’s 
fire sticks. Lion chased him and caught him. 

Lion said, “Be careful. I can eat you all. You are all 
food to me!” 

Then Ostrich tried. He had the longest legs. He took 
the sticks and ran. Lion chased him. Lion came back 
tired and angry. And without his fire sticks. Ostrich 
had been too fast. 

Lion said, “From this day on I will hunt you, and if I 
catch you, I will eat you.” 

That’s how Lion became the enemy of all animals. 

Questions 

1. Which was the only animal to have fire 
long ago?

2. Why do you think the other animals  
wanted fire?

3. Which animal finally got the fire from 
Lion?

Answers

1. Lion
2. They wanted it for warmth OR light OR 

as a weapon OR maybe to cook food 
(any good answer).

3. Ostrich



Why is 
Nita upside 

down?

Why is Nita upside down?

(Can be read twice.)

Nita is hanging upside down. 
Her hair is swinging on the ground.
“Why are you upside down?” asks Zim.
“It’s hard to talk,” she says to him. 
“I’m not the same. I don’t fit in.”
Zim pulls her down and takes her hand. 
He wants to help her understand. 
“Look at those kids over there. 
They aren’t the same at all. 
And look at me, 
I’m skin and bone and really extra tall.
The world is really one big game. 
To play we can’t all be the same.” 
Nita feels the right way round, 
thanks to the new friend she’s found. 
Upside down was never fun. 
Now she plays with everyone. 
 

Questions 

1. Why was Nita upside down?
2. Zim says he is skin and bone. Does this  

mean he is fat or thin?
3. Did Nita like being upside down? Yes or no. 

Answers

1. She felt that she didn’t fit in. OR Nita felt 
that she was not the same as the others.

2. Thin
3. No 

Clever Jackal 
and Foolish 

Crow

Clever Jackal and Foolish Crow

(Can be read twice.)

Jackal was walking in the bush. He was very 
hungry. He saw Crow flying above him with a 
piece of cheese in his beak. Jackal wanted the 
cheese. Crow flew down and perched in a tree 
above Jackal. 

Jackal said to Crow, “You are looking very good 
today. Your feathers are glossy and fine. I have 
also heard that you have the most beautiful 
singing voice of all the birds. Won’t you sing for 
me this morning?” 

Crow was very flattered. He stretched his 
wings out and stood up tall. Then he opened 
his beak to sing. The cheese fell out and Jackal 
caught it and ran off. That’s why Crows are 
always hungry and angry. 

 

Questions 

1. What did Jackal want to get from Crow?

2. What adjective did Jackal use to 
describe Crow’s singing voice? (Hint: an 
adjective is a describing word.) 

3. Why did the Crow sing? Choose one.

a) She was flattered.

b) She wanted something to eat.

c) She wanted to fly. 

Answers

1. The cheese

2. Beautiful

3. a) She was flattered.



Colours of 
nature

Colours of nature

(Can be read twice.)

I see a yellow bee drinking a cup of tea 
I see a green frog playing with a puppy 
dog
I see a grey cat wearing an orange hat
I see a brown mouse hiding in a pink 
house
I see a black fox wearing purple socks
I see a green and brown crocodile giving 
me a big smile
I see a red and yellow hen writing with 
a pen
I see with my two black eyes all the 
colours as they fly

 

Questions 

1. What is the colour of the cat’s hat?
2. What is the black fox wearing?
3. What is the red and yellow hen doing?

Answers

1. Orange
2. Purple socks
3. Writing with a pen

A house for 
mouse

A house for mouse

(Can be read twice.)

Mouse was looking for a new house. 
“You can come and sleep with me,”   
said Puppy.
That night Mouse’s dreams were bouncy and 
muddy.
“You can come and sleep with me,”   
said Parrot.
That night Mouse’s dreams were noisy   
and wild. 
“You can come and sleep with me,” said Fish.
That night Mouse’s dreams were cold   
and wet.
Mouse needed somewhere warm and dry.
Mouse found a bookshelf nearby.
That night Mouse had warm and   
cosy dreams. 

 

Questions 

1. Who was the second animal to offer 
Mouse a house?

2. How many animals offered Mouse   
a house?

3. Where did Mouse finally find a   
warm place?

Answers

1. Parrot
2. Three
3. In a bookshelf



The day it 
rained fish

The day it rained fish

(Can be read twice.)

Avanti held a party for his bear friend, Ballu.
“Ballu, can you blow out all the candles on 
your cake at once?” Avanti asked. 
Ballu huffed and puffed and went WHOOSH. 
The blast of air blew the candles out. Then 
it rose high up in the sky into the clouds. It 
started to rain.
“Hey, it’s raining fish,” Avanti shouted as fish 
tumbled from the sky. Ballu caught the fish 
and threw them in the pond. 
It stopped raining and the sun came out. 
“I will never ask you to blow candles out 
again,” said Avanti.
“Why?” asked Ballu.
“Who knows, next time it might rain frogs!” 
They began to laugh. 

 

Questions 

1. When does someone blow candles on   
a cake?

2. What did Ballu do with the fish that fell 
from the sky?

3. Why will Avanti not ask Ballu to blow out 
candles again?

Answers

1. When it’s a birthday or at a birthday 
party.

2. He threw them into a pond.
3. He thinks that it might rain frogs.

My best 
friend 

My best friend 

(Can be read twice.)

I have a friend. She lives in my house. 
When I am happy, so is she. When I 
cry, she cries too. But I cannot hear her 
voice. My friend lives inside the mirror. 
“Come out,” I tell her, “we will play.” 
She does not come out. So, I go to sleep. 
She comes out of the mirror in my sleep! 
And we have fun.  We play, we run, we 
shout and scream together. When I talk 
to her, she also talks to me. 
In the morning, my friend will go back 
into the mirror. But I don’t mind at all. 
We will play again in my dreams! 

Questions 

1. What does the friend do when the  
girl cries?

2. Is the friend also there when the girl 
sleeps? Yes or no.

3. Who do you think she might be 
seeing in the mirror?

Answers

1. She also cries.
2. No
3. She might be seeing herself (her 

reflection) in the mirror.



A tiny seed

A tiny seed

(Can be read twice.)

Wangari grew up in Kenya. She worked 
hard at school. Then she went to study 
in America. She studied plants and how 
they grow. She remembered when she 
was young. When she played games 
under the trees in the beautiful forests. 
By then many of the forests in Kenya 
had been destroyed. Wangari went 
home and taught people how to plant 
trees from seeds. They grew into forests. 
Today millions of trees have grown from 
Wangari’s seeds. Wangari was the first 
African Woman to win the Nobel   
Peace Prize. 

Questions 

1. What did Wangari study in America?
2. What did she remember about  

being young?
3. What prize did Wangari win?

Answers

1. Plants and how they grow
2. She remembered playing games under 

the trees in the forests. 
3. The Nobel Peace Prize

My fish! 
No, my fish!

My fish! No, my fish!

(Can be read twice.)

“Let’s go fishing,” Thato told his best friend, Vusi. 
On their way to the fishpond they met Lettie. 
“Come and catch fish with us,” they told her.
“Please don’t.” Lettie said, “without water, the 
fish will die.” 
They didn’t listen to her and went on. They threw 
their fishing lines into the water. Two fish swam 
up. Then came the third fish, the biggest one. 
Thato and Vusi held tight to their fishing rods. 
“My fish,” shouted Vusi.
“No, mine!” shouted Thato.
Vusi pulled hard. Thato pulled harder.
PHAT! Both rods broke. 
THUD! Thato fell to the ground.
SPLASH! Vusi fell into the water. 
What had happened? What do you think? 
The fish had tied their fishing lines together! 

Questions 

1. What did Lettie say about fish?
2. Where did Vusi fall?
3. Did the boys get the fish in the end?  

Yes or no?

Answers

1. She said that fish die without water.
2. Vusi fell into the water.
3. No 



 A naughty 
girl

 A naughty girl

(Can be read twice.)

There was a naughty girl named Emily. 
Whenever her mother asked her to do 
anything she refused. One day her mother 
got sick. She asked Emily to go and get 
medicine from her grandma. On the way 
Emily stopped for a swim. It got late and 
dark. Her mother and the villagers went to 
look for Emily. They were worried that the 
monster in the forest who ate girls at night 
would find her. The monster came out and 
smelled Emily. She saw him coming and 
screamed. The villagers rescued her. From 
that day on she learned to listen to and 
respect her mother. 

Questions 

1. Is Emily a good child? Yes or no.
2. What were the villagers and Emily’s mom 

worried about?
3. What lesson did Emily learn? 

Answers

1. No
2. They were worried that the monster 

would find Emily. 
3. She learned to listen to and respect her 

mom. 

Chevan’s 
shadow

Chevan’s shadow

(Can be read twice.)

Chevan saw a scary looking shape on 
the wall. He quickly hid behind the couch, 
hoping it would go away. It did. Phew! 
Chevan took a deep breath and started 
creeping to his room, but then the scary 
shape followed him. “Leave me alone! 
You’re scaring me,” he shouted. Chevan’s 
mom came running. “What is wrong?” she 
asked. Chevan told her about the scary 
shape. His mom laughed and said, “Don’t 
worry, it’s just your shadow. We all make 
one when we block out the light.” Chevan 
now loves his shadow friend and makes it 
dance when he’s bored. 

Questions 

1. What scared Chevan?  
2. What does Chevan’s mom say the 

scary shape is?
3. How do we make shadows?

Answers

1. His shadow
2. She says it is a shadow. 
3. We make shadows when a person  

or object blocks the light.



The boy 
and the jar 
of sweets

The boy and the jar of sweets

(Can be read twice.)

A boy asked his mother for some sweets. 
His mother said he could take two from a 
jar. The boy put his hand into the jar and 
took five. He couldn’t get his hand out 
again. It was stuck in the jar. He got angry 
and began to cry.

“My boy,” said his mother, “be happy with 
the sweets you have and you will easily get 
your hand out.” 

The boy dropped three sweets back into 
the jar and he was able to get his hand 
out!

Questions 

1. How many sweets did the boy’s 
mother say he could take?

2. How many sweets did he take?
3. What did he do to get his hand out 

again?

Answers

1. Two
2. Five
3. He dropped three sweets back in 

the jar.

The goat 
and the wolf

The goat and the wolf

(Can be read twice.)

A silly goat was put on the roof of a 
sheep pen to keep him out of trouble. 
The goat saw a wolf lying on the 
ground. He started to mock the wolf, 
sticking out his tongue. The goat 
was mean and made the wolf angry. 
Suddenly the goat slipped and fell 
from the roof. He was afraid. 
“You shouldn’t bully people when they 
did nothing to you,” said the wolf. He 
chased the goat and when he caught 
him, he ate him up. 

Questions 

1. Where was the goat put?
2. What animal was lying on   

the ground?
3. What was the lesson of the story?

Answers

1. On the roof of a sheep pen
2. A wolf
3. Don’t bully people who have done 

nothing to you. 



The village 
mouse and the 

city mouse

The village mouse and the  
city mouse

(Can be read twice.)

A city mouse visited the village. The 
village mouse cooked corn and roots but 
the city mouse didn’t like the food. The 
next day the mice went to the city.

In the house where the city mouse lived 
there was meat and yummy cheeses on 
the table. Just as the village mouse was 
about to eat, out came a cat. The mice 
ran and hid.

“I want to go home!” cried the village 
mouse. “I want to eat my plain food in 
peace without being chased by cats!”  

Questions 

1. Where did the city mouse go to visit?
2. What did the village mouse cook?
3. Why did the village mouse want to go 

home?

Answers

1. The village
2. Corn and roots
3. He was scared of the cat. OR He 

wanted to eat his food in peace without 
being chased by cats. 

The lion and 
the mouse

The lion and the mouse

(Can be read twice.)

A lion was sleeping, his head resting on 
his paws. A mouse ran across the lion’s 
nose and woke him up. The lion caught 
the mouse in his big paw. “Please let me 
go and someday I will help you,” begged 
the mouse. The lion laughed, “A mouse 
could never save a mighty lion!” 
Days later, the lion was hunting in the 
forest. He was trapped in a hunter’s net 
and couldn’t get out. He roared angrily. 
The mouse heard and ran to him. She 
chewed the rope to free the lion!
 

Questions 

1. What was the lion doing when the 
mouse ran across his nose?

2. What happened to the lion?
3. Who came to save the lion?

Answers

1. He was sleeping.
2. He got trapped in a hunter’s net.
3. A mouse



The shepherd 
boy and the 

wolf 

The shepherd boy and the wolf 

(Can be read twice.)

A boy was in the forest with his sheep. 
He was bored and wanted to play. He 
ran to the village shouting, “Wolf! Wolf!”
People came to help but there was no 
wolf. The boy was laughing, making the 
people angry. Days later he shouted 
again, “Wolf! Wolf!” Again, people ran to 
help but saw no wolf.
One night a wolf really came for the 
sheep. The boy was afraid and shouted, 
“Wolf! Wolf!” Nobody came to help him. 
The wolf killed twelve sheep and then ran  
into the forest.

 

Questions 

1. Why did the boy pretend there  
was a wolf?

2. How did the people feel when the boy 
pretended there was a wolf?

3. How many sheep did the wolf kill?

Answers

1. He was bored and wanted to play.
2. Angry
3. Twelve sheep 

The ants 
and the 

grasshopper

The ants and the grasshopper 

(Can be read twice.)

One sunny day in late autumn, a family of ants 
were working in the warm sunshine. They were 
drying the grain they had stored up during the 
summer. A grasshopper came to them and 
begged for food. 

“Haven’t you stored anything away for the 
winter?” asked the ants. 

“I was busy making music,” said the grasshopper.

The ants were shocked.

“Don’t you know there’s a time for playing 
and a time for working?” they cried. “Go eat 
your music.” They turned their backs on the 
grasshopper and went on with their work.

 

Questions 

1. In what season were the ants working?
2. What were they doing?
3. Who/what came to beg for food?

Answers

1. In autumn
2. They were drying the grain they had stored

up during the summer.
3. A grasshopper



Raven and 
Swan

Raven and Swan 

(Can be read twice.)

Raven, a black bird, wanted to look 
like Swan who was as white as snow. 
Silly Raven wanted to live like Swan, 
swimming all day. He wanted to eat 
plants that Swan ate so that his 
feathers would turn white like Swan.

He left his home in the woods and 
went to live on the lakes. He swam and 
washed all day but his feathers stayed 
black. He ate the weeds, like Swan did, 
every day. He got thinner and thinner, 
sicker and colder, and at last he died.

 

Questions 

1. What is a raven?
2. What colour was the swan?
3. Why did Raven get thinner and 

thinner? Choose the answer: 
a) He ate the wrong food.
b) He was angry.
c) He was unhappy. 

Answers

1. A black bird OR a bird
2. White
3. a) He ate the wrong food.

The lion and 
the fly

The lion and the fly

(Can be read twice.)

Fly was buzzing around Lion’s head. 

“I am not afraid of you,” laughed Fly. He 
sat on Lion’s nose and made Lion angry. 

Lion tried to hit the fly but hit himself 
with his big claws. Again Fly teased Lion, 
making Lion very angry. Lion chased Fly, 
trying to bite him, only to bite himself. 

Finally, Lion was tired and sore. Fly flew 
away to tell the whole world that he 
fought the great lion and won. He was 
singing and laughing so much that he flew 
right into a spider’s web. 

 

Questions 

1. Who was buzzing around Lion’s head?
2. How did Lion feel when Fly teased him?
3. What happened to Fly in the end?

Answers

1. Fly
2. Lion felt angry.
3. He flew into the spider’s web. OR He got 

caught in the spider’s web.



The goose 
and the 

golden egg

The goose and the golden egg

(Can be read twice.)

A man had a goose that laid a beautiful, 
golden egg every day.

The man took the eggs to sell at the 
market and soon started to get rich. But 
he became greedy and wanted more. The 
goose gave him only a single golden egg a 
day and that was not enough.

One day, after he had finished counting 
his money, he had an idea. He thought 
he could get all the golden eggs if he cut 
the goose open. But not a single golden 
egg did he find and his precious goose was 
dead.

 

Questions 

1. What colour were the eggs?
2. How did the man begin to get rich?
3. How many eggs did the goose lay a day?

Answers

1. Gold OR golden
2. He got rich by selling the eggs. 
3. One egg a day

The woodman 
and the axe

The woodman and the axe

(Can be read twice.)

A man was cutting down a tree near a river. 
His axe fell in the river. He cried, and a fish 
asked what was wrong. The man told the 
fish what had happened. The fish went into 
the water and came up with a golden axe.
“Is this your axe?” 
“No.” 
The fish went back into the river. This time he 
brought up a silver axe. “Is this your axe?”
“No.”
This time the fish brought the man’s axe. 
The man was very happy.
“As a reward for your honesty you may have 
all three axes,” said the fish. The man sold 
the axes and became rich.
 

Questions 

1. Where did the man’s axe fall?
2. How many axes did the man have in   

the end?
3. Why did the fish give the man   

all three axes?

Answers

1. In the river
2. Three axes
3. To reward him for his honesty



The wolf 
in sheep’s 
clothing

The wolf in sheep’s clothing

(Can be read twice.)

A wolf was hungry. He found a sheep’s 
skin that had been thrown away. He 
dressed in the skin and pretended to be 
a sheep. He played with the sheep all 
day, waiting to go home with them and 
eat them when everyone was asleep.

That night the wolf went with the flock. 
But the shepherd wanted mutton for 
supper. He picked up a knife and went to 
the sheep. There he found a sheep and 
killed it but it was not a sheep, it was 
the wolf.

 

Questions 

1. What did the wolf pretend?
2. What did the shepherd want for 

supper?
3. Who did the shepherd kill instead?

Answers

1. He pretended to be a sheep. 
2. Mutton
3. The wolf

The little 
duckling

The little duckling

(Can be read twice.)

Once there was a duckling who looked 
different from his brothers and sisters. 
They laughed at him and called him 
ugly. He ran away and stayed with a 
farmer’s wife. But soon she chased him 
away because he didn’t lay eggs. Sadly 
he went down to the river and lived on 
his own. One day an elegant black swan 
floated up to him. “You are beautiful,” 
the swan said. The ugly duckling thought 
the swan was joking. But then he looked 
at his reflection - he had grown up to 
be a handsome black swan himself. He 
sailed off with his new friend.

 

Questions 

1. The duckling looked the same as his 
brothers and sisters. True or false.

2. Why did the farmer’s wife chase him 
away?

3. What had the little duckling become?

Answers

1. False
2. She chased him away because he 

didn’t lay eggs.
3. He had become a handsome black 

swan.


